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IN A SERIES OF LETTERS. 


LETTER . 


Soli to ELIZ Aa. N 


"OU aſk me, dear Betly, ay 


did I marry? I did it Ge the 
fame reaſon with Lady Townly ; 
the reſtraint to which a girl muſt 
ſubmit, became a burthen, and 


therefore I preferred the eaſier yoke of 
2 9 matrimony 8 


1K 


6 2 9 


bh matrimony with a fool. - Heaven ! 
1 what a huſband! or rather what a 
3 Convenience! The pride of the world 
condemned my conduct for giving my 
hand to my mother's ſervant; but 
indeed that was all I gave him; for 
the creature had not one inducement 
in him to deſerve more. My mother 
tolerated him to ſit at table, not 
through a motive of reconciliation, a 
but to ſecure my conduct; yet his | 
ignorance and aukwardneſs were not 
the leaſt abated. She wiſhed to form 
his manners, but her taſk never could 
be accompliſhed. When he was ad- 
viſed, he became ſullen and audacious. 
J paſſed it over with a, jeer. My 
mother ſuppreſſed het indignation in 
filence, and our com any ſmiled at 
each other. I availed myſelf of this 
| excuſe for my liberties, apt Joined in 
| © - * the contempt againſt | —— Protector. 
J IIIis ambition was gratified in the en- 
joyment of idleneſs and fine cloaths. 
We wiſhed him to learn to read. 
= He would Hot be at the trouble. 
EZ. 66 ha; "= 
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That I thought ſo nicks the better; - 
as my letters were leſs liable to diſ- 
covery. He ſeized one a few weeks 
after we were married, and was carry- 
A ing it to be read; I luckily ſnatched 
it out of his hand, or that would have 
l been revealed, which 1 always wikis 
to remain a ſecret. © | 
You ſee, my dear, with. what? Rttle 
reſerve I unfold to you my ſecrets. 
Can you doubt of my friendſhip, after 
ſuch an inſtance of confidence? Ought | 
I not to claim a return on-your hide, 5 
with the ſame candour? The errors | 
of our ſex are unpardonable in the eyes 
of the world. Men allow themſelves 
to roam at large with 1 impuni it /; but 
one fingle ſtep in the path of plcaſure, 
j damns our fame trrecoverably ; yet 
:F our appetites and deſires are as craving 
| as theirs. Had we not artifice to 
elude their power and vigilance, We 
ſhould be wretched indeed! Excuſe 
my ſuppoſing you are not without your 
ſhare in that neceſſary qualification; 
| N own deſires make it n 
Lars” 5 * to 
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to you vou, as well as I, have had | 


your pleaſures; the ill-tempered and 


to whoſe arms your parents con- 
demned your youth, required a nurſe, 


and not a wife. Such an object could 
never kindle a flame in your heart. I 


will take upon me to ſay that yours 
was too ſuſceptible, not to have felt 
an impreſſion in favour of an object 
more congenial to yourſelf. A girl at 
eighteen, never flies into the arms of 
age and infirmity. through choice; 


and if compelled there, ſhe ought, - in 
juſtice, to be allowed to make re- 
priſals on the inſtrument of her puniſnu- 


ment. e FF | 
Do not imagine I draw this picture 


of your ſituation, as an excuſe for 
mine. No, my dear Betſy, you were 


condemned, by avarice, to be expoſed 


to temptation. But I, with my eyes 


open, ruſhed into it. My life has 
been a chain of chequered pleaſures and 
intrigue, You deſire to know the 


_  Gveets of mine. Vou ſhall have them, 
: © £575 I think 


impotent relique of debauch and diſ— 


(5) 3 
1 think my readineſs to comply, gives 
me a claim to yours; I atk them on 
the ſame confidence I impart mine. 
Let our mutual bluſhes excuſe. our 
errors, unveil them tenderly to the eye 
of ſympathy; the transfer of our ſecrets 
l to der: others boſom will not invali- 
1 date their ſecurity. Take no advantage 
J of my candour; let it be your example, 
: and the bond of our eſteem... 
| 
: 8 
5 Lour affectionate, 
4 f 
1 CAROLINE. 
5 7 j , 
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ties which nature and youth will take, 
a as 
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LETTER I. 


EIIZ 4 to CAIO LINE. 


WC: morning ſacceeded a ; difimal 
night. Your letter found me 
meditating on the horrors of a ſleepleſs 
companion, convulſed with coughing, 


and choaked with phlegm ; in the in- 


tervals of which, my lips and cheeks 


were beſmeated with flaver. Of 


ptiſans and clouts, what a con- 


fſumption! The heaving of his lank 


fides, and hollow groans, though my 


muſic for nine years, have {till the 
effect to make me vaporiſh. J found 
myſelf relieved, on the receipt of yours, 
and embrace, with pleaſure, a propo- 


fal that affords me the ſatisfaction of” 
unbending my mind. - 


Your goodneſs 1n excuſing the liber- 


5 


479 
as well as the unreſerved avowal of 
your own motives, determine me to 
commence the recital of our adventures 
interchangeably. I had a heart ſuſcep- 
tible, which my old dotard could not 
purchaſe. He got my perſon, by a 
contract with my father; my heart's 
own choice was fixed where it might 
be happy. Jemmy Fairfield was en- 
couraged in his addreſſes to me; na- 
ture was his advocate, and he ſuc- 
ceeded. The impreſſion remains in 
my boſom to this hour. Whilſt all 
our happineſs was thus afloat, on the 
golden wings of fancy, and our minds 
were anticipating future reality, love 
came in the form of the h1gheft bidder, 
from my preſent ſwain, Squire Williams, 
through my father, to whom the pro- 
poſal Was made, when on a viſit to the 
Squire, who was then in a fit of the 
gout. My father required not a 
ſtronger motive to determine, than the 
remiſſion of gol. per annum of rent he 
paid the Squire, which was a pre- 
Uminary offer in the buſineſs... My 
a | Jemmy 
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3 Jiemmy was diſcarded, peremptory in- 
= - junctions were laid on me to ſee him 
| no more, but diſpoſe myſelf to receive 
his rival, who was to hobble over to 
our houſe as ſoon as he was able, 


which happened at the end of three 


months. Lou can better conceive, 
| | than I expreſs, the horror this ſtep i} 
13 plunged me into. I reſolved, at firſt, N 
| _- to fly into the arms of my lover, and 


confide in his mercy; but I was ſtrictly ? 
_ obſerved, and denied the uſe of pen, | 
ink, and paper. Thoſe who had the 4 
_ . controul over me, were deaf to in- 
1 vow; ; my mother, though ſhe pitied 
a me, was conſtrained to ſubmit to my 
= father 8 will. Under all theſe difficul. 
. ties my admirer came, and in a few 
F © days I was condemned to his arms. 
= On my return out of church, after 
ZH ſealing my miſery, I fw- my dear 
= Jemmy, the emblem of melancholy, 
| at a diſtance ; the, ſhock was too great 
for my eee I funk into tlie arms 
of my huſband; his tottering limbs, 
unequal to ſuſtain the weight, 1 1 
; | an 1 


4 
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4 and brought his body to the earth ; 
[ his rump, which firſt touched the | 
L ground, received a ſevere ſhock, from 
the pain of which he yelled moſt pi- 
tiouſly ; we were helped up and led 
to our carriage, to the no {mall enter- 
tainment of the by-ſtanders. 
A violent reaching ſeized my goo 
man, on his arrival home, in conſe- 
quence of his fall; a phyfician was 
ſent for, who pronounced it a touch 
1 of the gout, ae confined him to a re- 
1 gimen ; which interrupted, as to his 
2 part, the matrimonial feſtivity of the 
4 day; and the bruiſe he received by - 
| the fall, became ſo inflamed, that he 


\ 
. 
ö 


1 could move neither to one ſide or tze 
1 other; and therefore was adviſed to lie 9 

1 in a ſeparate bed. But this part of 

1 the advice he declined: we were put 


to bed, and there I paſſed a watchful 
night, with no more ſolid comfort 
tuan the promiſe of future joy when 
he ſhould be able. Though my heart 
loathed the monſter, I treated him 
with - reſpe& and ſubmiſſion ; per- 
5 \ mitting 


1 
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mitting him to uſe thoſe liberties 
which excited deſire, without his 


being able to gratify it. 

The irritation which his impotent 
© wantonneſs excited in me, made me 
firſt perceive an attraction to pleaſure, 
diſtinct from the emotions of my 
heart. Virtue had hitherto regulated 


my deſires. The proſpect of pleaſure, 


- guarded by honour, had the ſole ſway 
over my ſoul. I now faw myſelf 


condemned to a life of teaſing, with- 


out enjoyment ; and the next day took 
it into my head to ſuffer the flower to 


be cropped, by him who had the : 


_ greateſt intereſt in my heart. 


The reſtraint I was under, kept me 
in this ſituation a week longer, during 


Which time my paſſions became laſty 
and furious. 7 Rad an itch to be 


pleaſed, and my huſband's impoterce 


_ contihued, He 7 ould not move with 


out aſſiſtance. At length I contrived 


a meeting with my lover, at his father's 
houſe, in the family's abſence. He 
en me e with melancholy reſpect; I 


„ , ſa w 
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3 ſaw he loved me : his gentle manners 
were free from rude familiarity ; his 
air ſhewed a concern for my honour 
and happineſs, which checked the im- - 
petuoſity of my defires, and made me 
bluſh for my defect of modeſty. How-_ 
ever, all-powerful nature, at length, | 
made the ſympathetic nerve of pleature - . 
„in him, vibrate in uniſon with mine; 
we were loſt in extacies ; and, locked 
in each other's arms, exhauſted the - 
- cup of tranſports. | 
He was aſtoniſhed at the aſs I 
gave him that I ceaſed to be a maid 
in his arms only. He kiſſed me over 
and over: I Was at his diſpoſal with- 
out reſerve; till the lateneſs of the 
hour was the bitter monitor of a pru- 
dential ſeparation. I returned to my 
dotard, whom I affected to careſs ; he 
was overjoyed at the viſible alteration 
in my conduct: ſuch. is the artifice 
neceſſary for our ſex to adopt, whey 
they deviate from the path of truth. 
Write to me, my dear, be full, 


be Ses. and confide in the af- 
on ' 
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Your. ELIZA. 
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CAROLINE to EL1ZaA:. 


\ \ 7H AT rigid moralit can blame 
* 


ou? Let the maſk of virtue, 


armed with all its gravity, put on 


its grimace at your conduct; yet the 
moft haughty virtuous female muſt 
have felt as you did in your ſitua- 
tion, and acted in the ſame manner. 


Nature never endued our hearts with 


ſenſibility, but to direct us in the 


purſuit of our bing its warmeſt 
d 


dictates proceed from the moſt refined 
ſenſations. The authority which can 
enforce the union of a living body 
with a dead carcaſe, may conſtrain its 
efforts, but cannot bias its emotions. 


The irreſiſtible impulſe of love ac- 


quires a freſh ſpring, by comparing 
the object we loath with the object 
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of our delight; the delicious tumults 
we feel in the courſe of a tender paſ- 
ſion, aſſume more poignancy when 
their | fluctuation is diſturbed ; we 
both found it ſo; I once loved, but 
loved a betrayer ; my unguarded flut- 
tering heart became an eaſy prey to 
his artifice ; by enjoyment, his paſ- 
. fion grew languid, and the impor- 
tunate ardor of my love, baniſhed 
him from my arms. | 


Yes, my dear Eliza, his perjured 
vows were brittle fetters; novelty only 
had charms for Billy Ramble. A few. 
weeks ſubſtituted diſdain and flight, 
to that tender and inſinuating aſſi- 
duity which won my heart. Shall 1 
relate to you the manner of my ſe- 
duction, and impart to you a ſhare of 
my feelings; that, by the picture, you 
may ſee the contraſt between my de- 
luſive dream of happineſs, and the ſuc- 
ceſſion of my ſolid repentance ; the 
inlet to all that remorſe which à giddy 
career has been aggravating to this 
hour, I ſeldom can bear reflection, 
—- | but - 


"= AY 
buy the conſolation of a faithful boſom, 


. can find a true repoſitory to 
the contents of my own, 


aide the load. 

In my fifteenth year I found my- 
- MF alive to thoſe ſenſations which 

nature and flattery inſpire at that age; 
my perſon was — and I —— 
it. Variety, that prevalent ingredient 
in our compoſition, actuated me to 
extend the train of my admirers. In ; 
cCoquettry I ſoon became an adept. 
But amongſt the number over whom 
Tchad the power of attraction, the at- 
tentions of two were particular to me. 
Mr. Bevil; and Will Ramble, two 
characters, oppoſites in every thing; | 
the manners of the one were gentle, BZ 
ſedate, and' tender, thoſe of the other. - 
_ — — and full of vivacity; 
| le of pleaſures, in which 3 
1. Tes perticipitated, were the em- 


* of his life: his wandering 
anoy evinced a difficulty of ftxing his 
heart, for which prize there were many 
0p; en ſets a value upon a 


man 
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man deſtitute of all intrinſic worth. 
This he perceived and availed himſelf 
of it. My pride would not ſuffer me 
to be outdone. I dreſſed at him; ſome 
paricular attentions on his fide, aſſured 
me the appearance of ſucceſs. I tri- 
umphed in my own breaſt at the con- 
queſt ; he improved in his partiality 
to me; and, from the opinion my 
folly entertained of his taſte, I attri- 
buted the deciſion in my favour to my 
4 own merit, and then began to aſſume 
: that authority which love gives us over 
4 


our ſlaves. I affected to dally With 
Mr. Bevil; this always awoke his jea- 
leouſy; Bevil, who was not diſagree- 
able to me, and in whom I could 
eaſily trace the appearances of a ge- 
4 nuine pation, put on an air of chear- 
fulneſs, at what he called my conde- 
ſcenſfion ; his gentle ſenſibility became 
the ob) ect of Ramble's rallery, which. 
he had not effrontery to withſtand. 
I joined in the laugh at his expence: a 
party of 1 of Ramble's 8 g 
always drew me away from the ſe- 
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date converſation of Bevil, who was 
left to repine alone at the hardſhips of 
his ſituation. p 
One evening that worthy man chanced 
ta meet me alone at home, in the abſence 
of my mother, who countenanced his 
addrefſes. With every mark of ge- 
nuine reſpect, he addreſſed me on the 
ſubject of his paſſion; he aſſured me, 
that it was with difficulty he could aſ- 
ſume a topic in which his happineſs 
was ſo deeply intereſted ; the paſſion, 
continued he, your merit has inſpired 
me with, is but too apparent not to 
be perceived. I flatter myſelf, that J 


may have ſome degree of ſhare in your 


eſteem, and that your heart is not to- 


tally unconcerned about a man, who 
has no other view than your honour 
and happineſs in conjunction with his 
own. If a term more tender than that 
of love, could be found to expreſs my 
ſentiments,” even that would not do 
juſtice to my feelings; you are the 
arbitreſs of my happineſs, and I only 
entreat an anſwer, as candid as my 
+7 | requeſt 
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requeſt is ſincere.— Here he preſſed 


my hand, while his voice faultered. I 
bluſhed, but, collecting myſelf, charged 


him with raillery, and ſaid ſuch lan- 


guage was the common artifice of his 


ſex. He diſavowed the juſtice of the 
charge, and, kneeling, preſſed me to 
an explanation. The fervor and agi- 


tation of his manner, excited in me a 


fit of laughter. I compared him to 
one of the ſanctified, who quake on 
the emotions of the ſpirit, and recom- 
mended. him to mount the roſtrum at 
ſome tabernacle;. where his- manner 


might captivate one of the holy ſiſter- 


hood, who-groan in the fleſh-as well as 
the ſpirit. I wiſhed. for Ramble's 
preſence, . who was an excellent profi- 
_ cient in caricature; aſſuring him that 
his preſent poſition was a happy atti - 


tude for ridicule. . 


Stung to the heart, he roſe up; and 
going to the door, he aſſured me that 


the intereſt he had in my happineſs 


would never permit him to intrude. 
again; and that he. would leave the 
C 3 1 
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field to his happy rival. He bowed 
_ reſpectfully, retired, and kept his word 
_ faithfully; for he avoided my com- 
pany, from that day forward, as much 


as poſſible. His conduct gave me 
ſome uneaſineſs for a while, but aſ- 


ſuming my pride, I affected in myſelf 


to deſpiſe a man who did not think 


me worth a ſecond repulſe. I then 
ſported my influence over Ramble, as 


a retaliation on Bevil. 


- Ramble, who imputed the difcogs 


tines. of Bevil's addreſſes to the 


deciſive preference he had in my eyes, 


redoubled his aſſiduities, which now 


had found the ſure road to my heart. 
My mother's iaclinations againſt the 


ſucceſs of a man of ſuch noted levity, 
gave cauſe to many clandeſtine aſſigna- 
tions between us, at each of which he 


appeared in raptures. A profeſſion of 


mutual love took off reſtraint from 
our ſentiments; I avowed my par- 


tiality for him, without bluſhing. He 


was ruler of my heart and conduct; 
he was not ignorant of his influence, 
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and I became miſcrable in his ab- 
ſence, My mother, from my un- 
uſual penſiveneſs and ſolitude, was 
alarmed for the ſtate of my health; 
my agonies were increaſed from an 
abſence of above a week, of my lover, 
from the park, the place where we 
caſually met; ſhe determined on 
taking lodgings at Kenſington for 
the benefit of the air, on my account, 
which ſhe inſtantly put into exe- 
cution. I obeyed reluctantly, and 
was conſtrained to the humiliating 
means of ſending Ramble an anony- 
mous account of our retreat; not 
conſidering that I run the hazard of , 
courting the company of a man, in 
whom perhaps was effaced every im- 
preſſion of regard that I thought it 
his duty to entertain for me. 

But all prudence yielded to the ir- 
reſiſtible tyranny of love. He replied, 
apologized for his abſence, and took 
lodgings near us. It was that month 
when revived nature was decorated in 
ber glittering garb, May, wafted on 
2 | | the 
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the wings of fragrant zephyrs, had 
all happineſs complete to me when 

e appeared. Our interviews were 
As; maternal prudence had but 


little weight in the ſcale againſt a 


paſſion ſo feryent and entire as mine; 
when Ramble made no aſſignation, 1 


andertook the taſk without reluctance 


to ſee him. 


. News came to my mother that her 
ſiſter, who lived at Windſor, had met 
with a violent hurt by the over- 
turning of her carriage. She flew on 
the wings of impatience to ſee her: 


I was left at home, ſole miſtreſs of 
my conduct and our apartments; our 


ſervants I permitted to go to town, 


6 ple of the houſe were gone out 
pend Whitſun Monday. Ram- 


| ble, who watched my mother's con- 
duct, was acquainted: with ber depar-- 


ture; he ſolicited to ſpend the even- 


ing at our lodgings; my eaſy beart 
yielded to his requeſt; he came; we 


were alone: his impaſſioned tranſ- 
Serve ed 0 propoſe the connu- 
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bial bond as a privilege to his liber- 


ties. - He vowed, with rapture, that 
it was his only ente, and, if practi- 


cable, to put it into immediate execu- 


tion. But how to effect it, during 
the, ſmall interval of time in which 
my mother would be abſent, and reap 
the joys of a golden opportunity 


which might not offer again, was an 
objection of the laſt importance. Did 


ZW 1 doubt his honour, he aſked me, 
with a tender languor ; did he appear 
in my eyes to be that worthleſs 
wretch, who deſerved miſtruſt; did he 


ſacrifice all pretenſions to the reſt of 


my ſex for me only, to ſtand ſuſ- 
pected as unworthy my confidence? 


3 | Surely he did not center all his hap- 


4 8 in one object to rob her of 
her's? He conjured heaven and earth 


to witneſs the ſincerity of his inten- 


tions, and condemned himſelf to 


8 puniſhment, ten- fold ſeverer than any 


human ingenuity could deviſe, were 
he capable of harbouring a thought 


4 | inconſiſtent with the moſt tender and 


laſting 
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laſting affetion.—I was ſilent, and 
gave vent to my ſwoln heart with a 
flood of tears. He kiſſed them off 
my cheeks. Relieved by theſe, m 
inward tumults ſubſided, reaſon 8 
to reſume her ſway. 1 then ſtrove 
to argue with him; his artifice con- 
futed the objections of my willing 
mind. I ſunk into his arms upon the | 
ſopha ; nature ruled the helm within 
me ; the tide of love rolled impetu- 
ous through my veins, and broke 
down the barriers of guiding reaſon, 
and all my fortitude ended i in . 
me—a woman, 1 
That precious jewel we part from 
with ſuch anxiety, and when loft re- 
gret ſo bitterly, was now gone from 
me beyond the power of recal. I 
refled the robber of it to my boſom, A 
Tasse my extacies by the fleeting 
minutes, and wiſhed to arreſt their 
anxious ſpeed. Night approaching, 
reminded us of the hour of ſepara- 
tion: he ſtayed: late, and from the 
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he urged me to ſuffer him to paſs the 
night with me; I willingly complied, 
after arranging matters ſo as render 
his eſcape eaſy through the gardens in 
caſe of neceſſity. Delight and rap- 
ture occupied the ſpace till the ill-na- 
tured approach of the ſun-beams 
warned us. of ſeparating. 

I. conveyed. him out with ſafety, 
retired to my ſolitary pillow, and gave! 
myſelf up to the arms, of a delicious 
Number. 


Adieu my dear Eure Pity me, 


pity your ſympathizing WH | 
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\ THE, SAME TO THE SAME. 


3 | M* "0" . gf of pleaſure 
3 from any other obj ec, than 
| that which ſolely occupied i was di- 
Y vided between rapture and alarm. 
1 Love alone had the ſway over my 
1 flculties. The ſenſe of guilt va- 
| niſhed. Immerged i in; bliſs, I was only 
anxious for its continuance. . My joys 
thus heightened, had but one allay; 
and I propoſed to Ramble, the re- 
maoval of it. I reminded him of his 
1 matrimonial promiſe, and he upbraided 
me with a i Rdenoe ! in him, injurious 
© to. his feelings. Theſe artful re- þ 
| _ proaches on his fide, which ſeemed WF 
1 to impeach my tenderneſs, led me into 
the moſt ſoothing complaiſance to his 
| — The ſympathy thrilled 
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icrefiſtibly through my nerves, till we 


both expired in extacies. 


Thus died away the firſt eight days, 
the concluſion of which brought home 
my mother. The theatre of our joys 


- muſt now be altered. The fatal ſo- 


pha, the bed, the chairs, the grotto, 


. witneſſes of our guilty pleaſures, muſt 


be exchanged for ſome retreat. I now 
envied the honour and happineſs 
which awaited the wedded dame. 
Her joys, which expanded the heart, 


were open and avowed ; mine, which 


conſumed my boſom with a hidden 


fire, were the cauſe of my bluſhes and 


reproach ; her's reflected honour and 


content on the authors of our exiſt- 
ence; mine ſhame and ſorrow on thoſe 
to whom I owed that debt. The 


congratulations of acquaintances were 


her lot; the contempt of every one, 
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mine. In the abſence of my betrayer, 


I ſummoned up my reſolution to infiſt 
on his compliance to reſcue me from 


infamy ; but, on his appearance, by 
A D the 
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the management of his evaſive wiles, 
my purpoſes evaporated before the 
flame of love. A flight cold confined 
my mother for a few days; her ten- 
derneſs for my health urged her to 
difpenſe with my attendance on her 
for ſome hours every day; which 
time ſhe inſiſted I ſhould employ in 
the enjoyments of exerciſe and air. I 
complied willingly ; and came daily by 
the ſtage to town, to a lodging which 
Ramble had procured in Maddox 
ſtreet, for the purpoſe of our afligna- 
tion. | tl 
The firſt fortnight, his punctuality 
and attention were to my wiſhes, I 
came daily, and, after our ſeparation, 
paid ſome viſits, as a cloak to my mo- 
tive for coming to town; and ſtaid 
with the moſt intimate of my mother s 
acquaintance till after dinner, and then 
invited them to Kenſigton; by which 
means my conduct avoided being 
queſtioned. My firſt viſit was to the 
lodging, but one morning, to my ſur- 
13 prize, 
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* prize, I found a verbal meſſage left for 
4A me with the woman of the houſe, 
that the gentleman who took the 


lodging was gone out of town for a 
week; he did not ſay whether he 
would keep the lodgings any longer; 
ſhe required I would tell her if it was 
our intention, as the week was to be 
up the next day, and ſhe had an offer 
of a tenant who had ſeen them the 
evening before, and who would en- 
gage them quarterly. I informed her 
that we would keep them, and begged 
of her to take care of any letters di- 
rected to me, as I would call every day; 
ſhe aſked my name ; the queſtion- 
ſtunned me; but I replied evaſively, 
* that as I would call every day, 
A 1 would take care to fee about it 
f myſelf. : | 
Four days had elapſed, and no ac- 
count of Ramble. The torture and 
- anxiety of my mind ſunk me into 
melancholy. Sorrow now was the 
ſole occupant of my boſom. I for- 
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med a thouſand opinions; I accuſed 
- him of infidelity; and then my vain 
imagination, that fancied him as, 
charming as ever, repreſſed my inju- 
rious ſurmiſes: I made every apology 
for him, but deſpair had too great an 
influence to ſuffer any one of them to 
de durable. One opinion expelled 
2 another. The irreſolute fluctuations 
of my wavering mind were like the. 
yelping billows of the reſtleſs ſea, or 
when, by an infidious calm, the watry 
. element receives nature's image in its 
| gelaſſy breaſt, and that ſome lurking 
m-onſter ſuddenly regurgitates his 
B +briny draughts, and jumbles the mirror 
into a confuſed ruin. So would the 
impetuous fallies of my wrecked bo- 
ſom agitate the ſtudied ſecurity of 
my mind, Joſt in a reverie, and awake 


me to the moſt poignant ſenſe of 
wretchedneſs. But one morning, 


whilſt hopes and fears had thus di- 
vided my breaſt, the Morning Herald, 
Which lay on the breakfaſt table, 


announced 
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announced to me the marriage of 
William Ramble, Eſq; to Mus 
Margery Rich, the only daughter 
and ſurviving heireſs of the late 
Scrapeall Rich, of Lombard-ſtreet,” 
Eſq; banker. Spare, my dear Eliza, 


any « farther recitals, Conceive the 
reſt from 
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Your affectionate, 


CAROLINE, 
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but hear that you had ſpirit enough 
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ELIZ A to CAROLIN E. 


| OUR reaſons, dear Caroline, con- 
vince me that I acted right, and 
that in following the bent of my 


wretch who robbed me of my happi- 
neſs, and debarred me from the fair 
poſſeflion of the choice of my heart. 
E-made reprifals, as far as circumſtan=- , 
ces would allow. Oh!] that I could 


to deſpiſe the unworthy being, on 
whom you beſtowed your FeQtions. 
That you ſhould remain long, after 
ſuch an inſtance of ingratitude, a vic- 
tim to a paſſion for ſo baſe a male 
proſtitute, is inconſiſtent with that 
{ſpirit I know you to poſſeſs : wound 
up to the height of happineſs, and fo 

5 did 
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ſpeedily precipitated from its ſummit 
to the loweſt pit of deſpair! The al- 
ternative was miſery. What muſt you 
not have felt, as ſufferer, when the 
very recital gives me ſuch inexpreſſible 
anguiſh? I knew the perſon whoſe 
wealth bribed your undoer ; a hump- 
back, diſtorted features, and two knees 
at perpetual war, the, underprops of a 
waddling rump, gave her the appear- 
ance of a caricature on human nature; 
a temper of mind, as ill-diſpoſed as her 


body was deformed, frightened man- 5 


kind from her preſence. Can you 
envy Ramble ſuch an acquiſition, and 
after his perfidy to acquire it? I would, 
in your place, unconcernedly leave him 
an undiſturbed poſſeſſion. Write to 
me then, my dear friend, the reſult. 

You had, I am ſure, a happy riddance 
of ſuch a companion for life. 

My aſſignations with Jemmy Fair- 
field, were many and agreeable ; he 
was of a diſcreet and circumſpect turn 
of mind; his manners were not vitiated 
with the fopperies and diſſipation of a 

er. 2 7 coxcom b; 
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coxcomb : he was a thinking perſon, 
and added a fairneſs of character to a 
ſiound conſtitution. Five weeks brought 
about the power of motion in my huſ- 
band; he made an attempt to ſtorm 
that fort, where he thought man never 
entered before. Though willing to 
yield like a prudent commander, I de- 
fended the garriſon for a time, and at 
length capitulated; the conqueror 
made his entry, explored the works, 
and depoſited the deareſt treaſure of 
which he was maſter, in the body of 
tze Citadel. . He groaned with extacy, 
I returned his careſſes. There is, my ME 
dear, the. foundation ſtone laid for Aa 
ſon. But that buſineſs was done to 
his hand. Too well I knew the dif- 
ference of capacities between that maſ= 
culine . and fappy ſprout, which was 
able to effect the purpoſe, and that 
tendinous production of exhauſted MK 
membrane, whieh lolled out from be- 
tween the {kin and bone of a withered 
carcaſe. A violent fit of coughing | 
had like to have ſtrangled him; mw 
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much ado he expectorated the tough 
phlegm from his breaſt. I wiped his « 
mouth, as ſoon as he was at eaſe. —I 
cuddled him in my arms to ſleep. _ 

The anxiety I had: for a premature 
delivery, was now at an end: my do- 
tard, confident of his own ability, was 
fully perſuaded that his effort was ſuc- 
ceſsful. I flattered his vanity by 4 
ſilent aflent. I conformed my conduct 
co his pleaſure in every thing, and re- 
W ceived in return, all the fondneſs and 
WF indulgence of impotence. My reſtraint 
grew lefs daily. Jenny had a falſe key 
to our garden door, on the rear of the 
= houſe, which led to a retired ſummer- 
I houſe that I fitted up and converted 
into a library, and hung the inſide of 
the windows with Venetian blinds, with 
Ja ſtrict charge not to ſuffer them to be 
WF raiſed up. He came there ſecretly 
every day. The floor was covered 
& with a carpet, lined and quilted with 
vwool between the diviſions ; the under 
part of a book-caſe, where a man could 
t at eaſe, was left vacant. * 
| bo 
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hg crept for concealment on his entry, 
as he was likewiſe furnithed with a key 
to open the lock: a bolt within ſe- 
cured him, till my approach releaſed 
him from his priſon, to enfold him in 
my arms, One caution was not neg- 
lected, for leſt a buſy eye ſhould per- 
ceive his entrance without the garden 
door, he had the coat and the hat of a 
peaſant, concealed at a diſtance from 
the houſe, which he put on to elude 
the eye of obſervation, I undertook 
to . compoſe a poem in praiſe of 
wiſdom, and the happineſs of a matri- 
monial engagement with a faithful 
turtle, whoſe fage experience and wiſ- 
dom were the true guardians of honour 
and happineſs in a virtuous wife; and 
_ contraſted the dangers to which a wo- 
man's virtue is expoſed, when a diſſi- 
pated and falſe coxcomb falls to her 
lot; whoſe example and conduct are 
inducements to retaliate. | I addreſſed 
it to my huſband; he was delighted 
with the thought, and extolled the 
language, which he ſaid was worthy 3 
232 Wel- 


3 VVV 
i well-choſen a. ſubject. I choſe the 


ſolitary retirement of the ſummer-houſe 
or my ſtudy, he often came to hear me 
| IF rccite thoſe paſſages which pleaſed his 
W taſte, and ſometimes plagued me with 
his company for an hour, to my no 
& ſmall mortification for the ſuffering o 
my Jemmy. | 
= The following lines he pitched upon 
out of the poem, to hang under my 
picture. | 
1 Oh! hap'ly reſcued from the ſtorms of life, 
In honour's harbour lives the wiſe man's wife; 


'The age and prudence of her pilot proves 
'The firmeſt anchor to ſecure their loves ; 
Where beauty yielding to affections ſway, 
Through duty's paths, ſhe bends her willing 
way; 
There fee] from all that can give rude alarms, 
She takes her refuge in her huſband's arms. 


Be ſo good, my dear Caroline, to 
I ſubſtitute youth for age in the third 
line, and /over in the eighth to huſband, 
and read it again. Adieu, my dear; 
8 ceaſe that melancholy account, and 
o tell me by what fteps your own ſpirit 
. reſcued you from the delirium of that 
2 fituation 
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ftuation the faithleſs Ramble ſe- 
« duced you into. Arouſe yourſelf ; and 
turn to a more pleaſing topic; and fince i 

life has bitterneſs enough that is inevi- 
2 table, let us crop the flowers we can, 
and participate your joys to your 
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V 
CAROLINE to ETI IZA. 


MUST, my dear Eliza, get rid of 
the ſubje& I was upon. My mo- 


ther came down to breakfaſt. She 


perceived, notwithſtanding all my 
endeavours to conceal the ſtate of 


my mind, that I was unuſually agi- 


tated, JI put the paper in my 
pocket, leſt her ſagacity might diſ- 


cover the cauſe: I ate no breakfaſt, 


ſhe ate little. I complained of pains 
in my head, her feelings were alarmed, 
an apothecary was called in, he termed 
my malady a nervous diſeaſe, and or- 
dered me a vomit to cleanſe my ſto- 


mach, to give his medicines a better 


effect. I was obliged to ſubmit, and 
ſwallow, for ſome days afterwards, his 
nauſeous draughts. The period ar- 


E ri ved, 
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rived ; in which I had reaſon to judge 


how I ſtood affected relative to preg- 
nancy, and found my maladies ag- 
gravated by the reality of that fact. 
Oh! phyſicians, how little and un- 
_ are thy preſcriptions to eaſe an 
afflicted heart! The terrors of re- 
proach drove me to deſpair, and de- 
ſpair animated me to reſolution, my 
recovery advanced flowly, I deſpiſed 
in my heart the man who ruined 
me. The following, letter, left for 
me in Maddox ſtreet, will give you 
a juſt opinion of his character. He 
aſſumed the name of Hill, on taking 
the lodgings, and had ſo much lenity 
as to lend me the name on the ſuper- 
ſcription. I knew his hand writing, 
and therefore concluded that I was the 
object of the addreſs. 


„Miss RiDGEway, _ 


„A yariety of circumſtances have 
determined me to the ſtep I have 


« taken; my ſmall fortune united 


« with 
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4 with yours, might give us an 
*« exiſtence in beggary only, when 
te the efforts of our mutual pleaſures 
«© would be productive of an incum- 
bring offspring. Your ſecret at- 
«© tachment to me ſhall remain ſo; 
* you have accompliſhments ſufficient 
e to recommend you to a more con- 
« yenient huſband; as the knowledge 
«« of what paſſed between us before 
« marriage, might only embitter our 
“ future lives, and awake them to 
«« jealouſy. 
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« Your's, moſt obſequiouſly, 
„Wi. RAMBLE.” 


4 


P. 8. To ſecure your character, I 
have, given you the name of Hill on 
the outſide of the Letter. 


2 Here | 


5 5 | 
Here was inſult added to injury; L 
deſpiſed him, as capable of all manner 


of baſeneſs. I refolved to root him 
from my heart, with all his ſex; but 


how- to ſhelter my fame {Bing the 


tongue of the * world, was 
my greateſt care. The evil was great 
and irretrievable, and therefore I was 
reduced to che unavoidable neceſſity of 
chuſing of the two, the leſſer. My 
huſband had a pert affurance, and 


wiſhed to ny himſelf as a-perfon 


of figure in his own line. He was 
gallant amongſt women of his own 
rank, and made the hearts of ſome of 


them uneaſy. I made freedoms with 


him to encourage a return, he did not 


want inſtruction, nature was his pre- 


ceptor ; he paid me all attention, ac- 
_ cording to his manner; I received it, 


Wo came to an explanation. I did not 
with for delay, but took the opportu- 


nity in a few days of tying the ndifſo- 
luble knot. 


I had, at leaſt; the ſanction of ez 


gitimacy a the offpring of my guilt. 
The 
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The reflection on the uneaſineſs my 
mother muſt feel at the knowledge of 
this ſtep, made me unhappy; but 
however it was my only refuge from a 
greater evil. I told the apothecary, 
who attended me, that the cauſe of my 


malady did not come within the reach 


of his art; and, throwing myſelf upon 
his. humanity, I diſcloſed to him my 
marriage, aſſuring him that the ſup- 
een of my paſſion for my huſband 

ad nearly deſtroyed my exiſtence, I 
« withſtood it a long time, from a 
*« conſciouſneſs of its impropriety, but 


« found its impulſe invincible; I did 


„ not ſeek it, it was the genuine off- 
« ſpring of nature, by whoſe hand I 


« was formed, and to whoſe laws I 


« was ſubſervient; and though I was 


« conſcious. my choice muſt bring me 


«« into an ill opinion with him, yet 1 
* implored he would undertake to in- 
form my mother of it, and be my 
8 8 againſt her juſt diſplea- 
Nee 725 | 
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He pauſed awhile, and then ex- 
claimed; Good God, is it poſſible 
*« that ſo many advantages as nature 
and education have endued you 
* with, ſhould be fo unfortunately 
« miſapphed! I pity you; but the 
4 taſk E too _ Bing to bear to 
« unfold to your mother what muſt 
rend her aged heart. But, Sir, 
hat muſt be my fituation, who 
am the aggreſſor, if you feel fo 
% much who are only concerned by 
<< the intereſt of humanity? Pity me, 
dear Mr. Lowe, pity me, and ſoften 
her pangs and mine; the influence, 


b the reſpect ſhe has for you gives 


you over her, will aſſuage her grief, 
<* or at leaſt keep her within bounds 
of reflection; do not I beſeech you 
© abandon us; do not, for her fake; 
_ * the will require ſome friendly bo- 
«© ſom to ſhare the contents of her 
* ſorrow upon the firſt ſhock.” 
After much entreaty, he acquieſced, 
and faid it would be prudent to defer 
the information a little longer, till he 
| 4 bh could 
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could prepare her mind 'to bear it 
with ſome degree of patience, and as 
| her health was but indifferent, he 
wiſhed to wait for its re-eſtabliſhment. 
= With this aflurance from him, we 
WW parted.. 5 
I Not only to affect love, to an object 
whoſe meanneſs, ignorance, and deſ- 
picability, deſerved my averſion, to 
bear the tortures of a conſcience ſtained: 
with impurity and hypocriſy, and to 
behold an indulgent parent, whoſe. 
goodneſs I perverted ; but alſo the 
reflection that I abufed the tender 
paſſion of the gentle Bevil, with. 
whom I could have enjoyed reſpect 
and happineſs, were ſo many thorns: 
in my breaſt. Him who loved me 
tenderly, and offered to become the 
guardian of my power and reputation, 
I rejected to encourage a diffipated 
8 libertine, who ſought no other object 
than my ruin. Oh! loſt to all hap- 
pineſs, why did I prolong a contemp- 
tible exiſtence, only to permit the 


diſſipated affections of a callous heart, 
to 
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to lead me from vice to vice, till 
ſatiety has almoſt bereft me of enjoy- 
ment. 5 
A few days after my interview with 
Mr. Lowe, we had a viſit from the 
father of Mr. Bevil. The old gentle- 
m 1 had a very diſ- 
treſſing effect upon me, he had all that 
44 gaiety in age which is the effect of 
by a temperate and well-ſpent life; he 

was not averſe to the attentions of his 

ſon to me; he invited us to ſpend a 

week at Richmond, where he had a 

houſe; happily my mother declined 

it. He then propoſed a viſit to us, 

with his family, adding that he. knew 

one amongſt the number of the viſi- 

tors, to whom he conjectured the 

party would not be diſagreeable; at 

the ſame time he ſmiled at me: I 

bluſhed; <* do not redden, Mis 

«* Ridgeway, for I make no allu- 

« fions.” My mother cordially, af- 

ſented, and the next day was at length 

determined on. | 

The interval was, to me, as bitter 

as 


i 
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as the hotteſt pains of hell: the morn- 
ing came, and with it, the two Mails 


Bevils, with their father and brother. 
The cuſtomary compliments paſſed, 


I fat down between the two young la- 


dies, collected myſelf as well as 1 


could; a variety of chat paſſed on, 


when the brother became the topic, 


My brother Dick, fays the younger, 


« 1s ſtrangely altered of late; 


« yes, ſays Miſs Bevil, that's very 
viſible, and I believe Miſs Ridge- 

way is the cauſe;” that I be- 
«© heve too, faid Lucy; and it is 

«© a pity to uſe him ill; poor fellow, 
he has an excellent temper, and 
ce would make a compleat eaſy good 
* natured | domeſtic huſband. I'll 


„ lay a wager my father will pro- 
“ poſe it this day.” I with Miſs 
© Ridgeway,” ſaid Miſs Bevil, you 
* had a brother, and, to tempt you 
© to ſhew ſome tenderneſs to Dick, 
I believe I ſhould hazard a refuſal 


© from him.” Lou are merry, 


% Miſs Bevil,” replied I; your 
brother 
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_ © brother is too well acquainted with 
the beau monde to think of fixing 
his opinion upon me; but I thank 
you for the honour you confer on 

| % me. Theſe were the unguarded 

: effuſions of innocent and ſpotleſs 

hearts; ah! what a ſtrange reverſe, 
when I looked into my own. - 

The good humour of our company 
was exerciſed, to rouſe young Bevil 
from the thoughtful melancholy that 
hung over him ; my fituation betrayed 
an aukwardneſs, Dick,” ſays the 
old gentleman, a young lady, like 
«« Miſs Ridgeway, is but little in- 
„ debted to your complaiſance.” 
* Sir, Miſs Ridgeway never ceafed 
«© to be an object of reſpect to me. 

He is far gone, papa, ſays Miſs Bevil. 
The old couple laughed, Dick red- 
dened, and I found myſelf alive to 
my own remorſe. —' - 

I enjoyed but little or nothing; 

young Bevil appeared to me more 
amiable than ever. ; 
At dinner, where my huſband 
= waited, 


EE 
— 7 — 
— 
— 


— ] - ˙ . — ep er—_— . —ñ] ³i＋.wõ⸗ — 5 —ͤ—ͤ—— 2 — —— 
A . 
* 


C47) 


waited, my ſenſes were confuſed ; his 
impertinent arrogance was conſpicu- 
ous; my melancholy was interpreted 
to be the embarraſſment of my ſex, 
when we feel what we are too coy to 
expreſs. My mother hinted her ap- 
brobation of what ſhe thought to bo 
my ſentiments; the old gentleman 
was his ſon's advocate, as well as the 
ladies; young Bevil preſerved a re- 
ſerved complaiſance: my huſband, 
perceiving how matters were going 
on, became quite aukward and ſullen ; 
he was reprimanded, and I trembled 
for his diſcretion. The ſcene became 
at laſt too trying for me; my powers 


were overcome, and a general languor 


ſeized my relaxed limbs; the good 
humour of the company was inter- 
rupted. I retired to my apartment. 
Mr. Lowe was again ſent for, he ad- 
viſed me to be left alone, and have 
no company. On ſeeing the family 


of the Bevil's, he conjectured the 


cauſe of my illneſs, as he knew there 


was a probability of overtures from 
225 that 
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that quarter. The Bevils took 13 
in the evening, which was an allevi- 
ation to me. I entreated Mr. Lowe 
to put an end to ſuch occurrences for 
the future, by informing my mother 
how I was circumſtanced. 


Next day he appointed to break hs 


ſubject to her, and I was to remain 
at his houſe in the mean time. I 


went out immediately after breakfaſt. 
Soon after my departure, he called at 


our houſe, and had a private interview 


with my mother : her concern for my 
health made me the topic: he in- 


dulged her importunity in inquiring 


into the nature and cauſe of my illneſs. 


% Madam,” ſays he, her diſeaſe is 


cc 


ſuch as nature only can relieve; 


e the mind, and not the body, is the 
« ſource of thoſe maladies which give 


you ſuch repeated alarms, and ſuch 


« 1s their nature, that I believe you 


„ only can now apply the remedy 
% which will be ſufficient.” * You 


FE are myſterious, Mr. Lowe; what 
relief is in my power to give, that 


| « I would 


( 49 ) 
& I would with-hold from my child? 
„Speak, dear Sir, be explicit.” 
« Nature, Madam, has emotions 


„ which reaſon cannot ſuppreſs al- 
% ways. I fear you will refuſe the 


e only requeſt I have to make in her 


e favour, and on which depends her 
« happineſs or miſery.” * Do you 
«« ſuppoſe, Mr. Lowe, that I am 
*« callous? Think you that I delight 


in her miſery?” No, madam, - 


© but nature, which levels all diſtinc- 
«« tions of rank, engaged her heart 
« in a ſphere he trembles to men- 
« tion; ſhe ſtruggled a long time 


„with a paſſion, that nearly ter- 


cc minated her exiſtence, in endea- 
«« vouring to ſuppreſs it; but the 
* hidden fire conſumed. with more 
% violence within; the effects of 
* which you have been a witneſs to, 
« till at length, nature's irreſiſtible 


« „ ſway” “ Hold, Mr. Lowe, 
ſpare my ears the reſt.——ſhe is 
a; onoured.” © No, madam, 


„the ſeal of matrimony has ſanctified 


* her 


P — 


* 


(5) 


* her conduct, and your domeſtic 
* 1s your ſon-in-law. For what is 
« irretrievable now, ſhe throws her- 
« ſelf at your feet for forgiveneſs.” 
Her full boſom ſuppreſſed her ut- 
terance, till the melancholy relief of 
tears gave vent to her voice: her firſt 
expreſſions were exclamations on the 
bitterneſs of her ſorrow. Mr. Lowe 
made no oppoſition to the torrent of 
her effuſions ; he ſympathized with 
her, juſtified her feelings, till the 
violence of Her emotions were ex- 
hauſted, and reflection began to con- 
nect her words; he ſeized the oppor- 
tunity, condoled with her, and then 
expatiated on the reproaches her ſeve- 
rity might bring on me and herſelf, 
by abandoning me. She acquieſced, 
and conſented to allow me ſupport 
at a diſtance from her, and that I 
might take with me the object of my 
choice. 18 | 


"The diſpoſal of this buſineſs in this 


4 


manner, reconciled me to bear the 


company of my huſband — 1 
| Tr "Y 


X * 
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he was ſent after me, to a lodging 
e for us at Chelſea, where we 
ad an allowance of Gol. a year from 


my mother. He now aſſumed the 


huſband, and introduced me to all his 
former acquaintance : grooms, coach- 
men, footmen, errand boys, ſervants 
out of place, houſe-maids, cooks, &c. 


&. were the perpetual routine of our 


company. I was often conſtrained to 
fit amongſt the mobility at ſome vul- 


gar tea-garden, on a Sunday evening, 


on a level with the riff-raff of the 
metropolis, and the circle of my par- 
ticular company, ſuch as I deſcribed 
above. The cruelty of my ſituation 
reached my mother's ears, and her ma- 
ternal tenderneſs being centered in me, 
her only child, ſhe recalled me to her 
preſence, with forgiveneſs to me and 
my huſband. We obeyed the ſum- 
mons, and ſhe retired to a little houſe, 
which we engaged near St. Alban's, 


remote from company, with an in- 


tention to form the manners of my 


F 2 huſband. 
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. huſband. How far ſhe ſucceeded I] 
have already told you. 

A new ſcene now opened; I felt 
no other impreſſion in my breaſt than 
a repuggance to love for man; a 
contemptible huſband, whom I only 
took as a convenience, could furniſn 
no charms to the imagination. I 
forgot Ramble; he did not ſeem wor- 
thy of my contempt, I became preg- 
nant, and was delivered in our retreat; 
the reputed father carreſſed it. I-was 
obliged to ſubmit to his loathſome 
and ſtupid fondneſs to me; I re- 
covered a- pace, and we moved to town. 
I revived my uſual vivacity, and felt 
myſelf as well diſpoſed to coquet as 
ever, London has no ſcarcity of al- 
lurements to one already well-diſ- 
poſed to enjoy the pleaſures which 
offer. We left the young one to 
nurſe, where it died about three 
months after. I felt little regret on 
its father's account. I revived all my 
former acquaintance, as far as they 
would, and was tolerably happy Fo 
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the circle where I moved. I believe 
I have tired you out, but I determined 


to give you a full account of that 
ſtep which robbed me of my happi- 


neſs, and led me into the wild career 


where pleaſure only was my guide. 


You ſhall hear no more in that me- 


| lancholy ſtrain, as my breaſt never 


enjoyed ſenſibility ſufficient afterwards 


to beſtow one moment's regret on any 


man living. Adieu, my dear; write 
to me ; your happineſs with Jemmy 


was complete; ; may it have continued 
long, is the with of your 


CAROLINE, 


3 LE T- 
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ELIZzZ A to CAROLINE. 
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I Þ Congratulate you, my dear Caro- 
line, on the happy deliverance you 
: had, and give you every allowance of 
5 ons for your art and management. 

| appineſs muſt be enjoyed, at any 
rate, but it came to me on eaſy terms. 
Your approach to'it was through the 

fiery ordeal.--The ſquire, in the middle 
. of ſummer, was ſeized with a fit of 
the gout; his confinement was juſt to 
N my wiſhes; we were ordered to ſe- 
| parate beds; the attendance neceſſary 


— „ — ——-—— ” cw _ 
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in his chamber, was judged to be too 

2 annoying for me. 1. choſe a ſeparate 
bo apartment, on the floor which is on a 
I'Þ level with the garden. Here was a 
long-wiſhed for opportunity! The 

| joys of a night I never taſted in my 
Jemmy's arms; our fituation made the 

envious 

| 
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envious interpoſition of cloaths in our 
embraces, unavoidable. I longed to 
preſs his naked body to mine, to range 
all over his manly frame, explore his 
athletic limbs, and put thoſe boſoms 
in contact which burned within for 
each other. When all the houſe was 
at reſt, punctual to my ſummons, he 
ſcaled the window, and cautiouſly diſ- 
poſed his cloaths in a cloſet. We poſted. 
on the wings of deſire to the ſcene of 
engagement, and there, O my Caro- 
line, I felt all that happineſs which 
is the ſureſt ſecurity to woman's vir- 
tue, by affording a full gratification to 

all her wiſhes. | 
The love which burned in my 
boſom for the companion of my de- 
light, made every object beſides, leſs 
than indifferent to me. Had fortune 
made his lot and mine the fame, I 
can aver that familiarities with any 
other «would never have taken place; 
he had ſuch ſole poſſeſſion of me, 
that any object which diſputed his: 
place in my heart was loathſome. 
TS _ I lived 
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I lived and breathed only for him, 


and when the offspring of our affec- 


tion ranked me a mother, my heart 


doated on it, for its father's ſake, 


— 


ſuperior to my intereſt in it as a 


mother. 


I often repined at the bitterneſs of 


my fate,” that ſo contracted my duty 
to my love. Humble poverty I would 
have ſubmitted to, for his ſake who 
engroſſed my ſoul; nor would I 


— 


grudge my ſhare of toil to make 
him eaſy. | . 


What muſt be the infatuation of 


that ſex, who pique their honour ſo 


much on the fidelity of their wives, 
and yet are mean enough to accept 


of the hand of a woman, without 

- conſulting the intereſt of her heart! 
And when the poor dependent victim 
does not regulate her conduct by her 
duty, but has the misfortune to be 
detected in an indulgence according to 


the bias of her heart, infamy, and 


1 | 2 a raph ; 
often want aggravate her former mis- 
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Towards the concluſion of the 
ſummer, the expiration of ſome leafes 


of an eſtate belonging 'to my huſ- 
band in Yorkſhire, demanded his 
preſence, as ſoon as he was able: 
the time of ſetting out was fixed 
upon. The terrors of ſeparation from 

my lover were great to me; I in- 
formed him of the matter. I ſtrove 
to make it appear neceſſary, that the 
care of our fon and heir would: re- 
quire my preſence, but my huſband 
would not hear of it; he aid, the 
ſhort time of our abſence could be no 
injury, as the doctor ſhould call to 
ſee it every day. How to act now, 


I knew not. The preſence of Jeminy 


where I was to be, and fo remote 
from home, might - cauſe ſuſpicion, 
Deſpairing of any reſource, but re- 
ſignation to my fate, the following 
billet relieved me from my anxiety, 


— 


© DEAR 
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88 66 The ſquire's ſervant. has been 


“ enquiring to hire ſome horſes for | 
= your carriage in your Yorkſhire | 
| % journey. I have bought four ex- | 
© * cellent ones, and diſguiſing myſelf 

Be Ot Rm who hires ſuch, have | 
* agreed with him for the journey, | 
* and am to be driver myſelf. I de- 
* clined the offer of diet, but in- 
* ſiſted on board wages. My terms 
* are ſo moderate, that a man who 
« lives by the buſineſs would ruin 
% himſelf to match me; in that ca- 
« pacity I ſhall await your une 


« orders, 
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« And remain fervently, 


5 And ſincerely, your 
« JAMES FAIRFIELD.” 
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What an inſtance of affection! his 
own ſpontaneous offer. The day came, 
our coachman attended, a large faded 
laced coat covered his body, huge 


5 Jack 
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Jack boots his legs, a clumſy wig 


drowned his viſage, and a large 
brimmed hat, covered with tarniſhed 
oil ſkin, crowned all. We agreed to 
diſpenſe with ſervants, as we might, 
on our arrival, get, amongſt the te- 
nants, a temporary attendance. Thus 


equipped, we ſet out; my heart's joy. 


before my eyes, and the object of my 
diſguſt by my fide. On this ſetting 
out, I ſhall ſuſpend my narrative, and 
wait for the cuntinuance of yours. 


Farewel, live long, and be happy! 
Your truly fincere, 


ELIZA, 


LET. 
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LETTER VUE: 
CanoLing to EL1ZA. 


T HE complicated piece of auk- 


wardneſs, and ignorance, to 


whom I vowed obedience, was the 
next difficulty I had to ſurmount; 


but how to do it, and preſerve the 


name of affection to a man for whom 
I apparently made fo great a facri- 
fice, required all my addreſs. Under 
the maſque of reforming him, I joined 
in the ridicule of ſuch company as 
we kept, his rooted vulgarities were 
not to be removed. In endeavouring 
to teach him to play cards, if their 
courſe was not to his wiſhes, he 
ſcattered them upon the table, which 
he often overturned to divert him- 
ſelf; he put his hands frequently 
into the boſoms of young ladies, 


and, 
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and, when reprimanded by my mother, 
he accuſed her with jealouſy ; becauſe 
ſuch an old 4bunks as ſh: was not 
worth it, ſhe envied the p, Afure, he 
ſaid, of thoſe who were. When he 
wanted to retire from company, or 
was ſleepy, his general addreſs to me 


was, Come Lina, let us take our 
„ a—e in our hands and go pig it 


together, I'ſe ſleepy, and I'll be 
« damned if I ſtay for the king 


come along girl.” — Such treat- 
ment determined me to be rid of him 


at any rate, h | 

The attention paid me, by ſeveral 
ſmart young fellows, was a relief from 
his brutality, and amongſt the num- 
ber was one of thoſe athletic adven- 
turers from Hibernia, who imports 
more wit than money into our coun- 
try. I gave him a preference in the 
eyes of my huſband, whoſe jealouſy 
was excited: my view ſo far ſuc- 
ceeded, I enconraged Mr. O*Carrol's 


addrefles, and infinuated that the life 
of my huſband was an impediment to 
G that 
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„ 
that happineſs I had no objection to 


with him. He overwhelmed me with 
his fawning abſurdity, but he had a 


fund. of good nature. As ſoon as he 


7 9 23. what was the obſtacle 
between him and my conſent, he un- 
dertook to quarrel with my huſband, 
and ſo give cauſe to a genteel mode 


of murder. He trod upon my huſ- 


band's toes three or four times, who 
at laſt reſented it, by offering to box 
him. Any weapon you pleaſe, 
honey, fays the Hibernian, © from 
* our ownknuckle-bones, to a twenty- 
* four pounder ; as you never was a 
« gentleman I will condeſcend to 
fight you at your own weapens, 
« the firſt. Or what do you think 
4 of a caſe of blunderbuſles, with 
« fluggs, in a faw-pit? Von will 
„ have more chance; for if you go to 
« fiſty work, you will have but little, 
„ as I'll-make you dance to the tune 
„ of, Shela na gigg, on one of m 
60 td and with the other I will 
„ whip you like a top By Heaven 


man, 
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© man, I'll have nothing to do with 


% you, ſays my lord and maſter, 
but ſwear the peace againſt you.” . 


He kept his word, and my champion 
was obliged to give ſecurity for his 


good behaviour ; which being effected, 


the poor fellow was detained by a 
ſheriff's officer at the ſuit of a tradeſ- 
man, and obliged to go to a lock-up 
houſe. 

The ſituation of my champion ſug- 
geſted to me an idea of ſending his 
antagoniſt for company to him ; the 
allowance my hu{band had was tri- 
fling, and he wholly depended on my 
mother for that. His vanity. in cloaths 
was the only pardonable foible he 


had; he was indebted 601. to his tay- 


lor, who made ſeveral applications in 
vain for his money. My mother 
proteſted againſt allowing him any 
more than ſhe promiſed him. I took 
care to inform the taylor, at ſecond 
hand, that nothing but compulſion 
could recover his money. The plan 
ſucceeded, and my deary was called 
| | „ out 
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out from breakfaſt, to an officer. who 
conveyed him to a place of ſecurity." } 
The enormous expence of living in a 
lock-np houſe, being too great for his | 
ö 
; 


income, and no reſource coming from 
home, he was conſtrained to take up 
his reſidence on the ſouth of London, 
under the care of Lord Mansfield. 
Detainers were lodged againſt him 
for other debts, which put the recovery 
of his liberty beyond hopes. 

I now had my full ſwing, and gra- 
titude obliged me to confider if 1 
could ſerve the poor Iriſhman, whoſe 
debt and coſts. amounted only to 131. 
1 fent him a 20l. bank note, he liber- 
ated himſelf. The effuſions of thanks 
the poor fellow made to me, evinced 
that he was not deficient in ſenſibility; 
he continued to pay his attention to 
me, as the means of his delivery were 
known. to him and me only; his per- 
ſeverance in endeavouring to pleaſe 
me, got the better of my prejudice 
againſt his abſurdities, ſo far as 3 


3 
: 
I 
4 
7 
2 
- 
3 
c 
* 
0 
f 
4 
3 


C 69 


he at laſt inſinuated himſelf into my 


arms. 


He won my eſteem, and I now ex- 


perienced all the enjoyments which 
manly power can impart. We often 


paſſed whole nights together, when 


I was abſent from home, under pre- 
tence. of being with my huſband. It 
was aſtoniſhing, my dear, what vigour 
animated this man ; though when we 
met, he was always in a ſtate of in- 
toxication. The frequency and 
vigour of his attacks ſo weakened 


me, that my back and loins ached 
violently, my ſtomach could not re- 


tain any thing, my eyes ſwam in 


languor, my memory was impaired; 
the enjoyment of pleaſure from ſuch. 

owers did not however affect my 
33 the pleaſure of ſenſation was 
all my object. | 

I aw and enjoyed company with- 
out reſerve. I could now make ad- 
vances to young fellows diſencumbered 
of that reſtraint a girl muſt ſubmit to. 


ha + ſhould I difavow that I loved. 
G 3 flattery t 
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flattery ? the aſſiduities of my gallant' 
were not equal to fatisfy the appetite” 
that paſſion inſpired me with. The 
leſſon I received from Ramble's per- 
fidy, diſpoſed me to ſport with the 
feelings of all his ſex. My gallant 
was the creature of my own pleaſures. 
J received him on thoſe terms only; 
and as he filled his poſt with ſuch 
entire ſatisfaction, I reſolved to con- 
tinue him till he deſerved my diſguſt. 
It was evident on both fides, our 
paſſion was not of that refined nature, 
which would produce regret on a 
ſeparation. Sometimes three or four days 
elapſed without an interview, which 
encreaſed the ſtock to be expended in 
pleaſure at our meeting. The pre- 
lude of ſentiment was but ſhort to the 
exerciſe of ſenſation ; after which we 
parted mutually ſatisfied, making a 
future appointment. The interval 
J employed in a round of ſuck 
pleaſures as offered; as much at my 


cuaſe as if nothing had happened. 
Adieu, 
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Adieu, Eliza; continue the ſequel 
of your journey, the party muſt have: 
every inducement you could delire,, 


when Cupid's diſciple held the reins. 


Your's, my dear, 


CAROLINE: 
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LETTER IX. 


ELIZZ A to CAROLIN E. 


PHU 8 . my dear Caro- 


line, we ſet out. Our work 

man, who was no unſkilful driver, 
managed his horſes well; every jog 
_ alarmed my heart. My fears were, one 
time, for the ſtability of the coach- 
box, which I apprehended would give 
way to my lover's weight ; and, when 
the agitation of a rugged cauſeway 
ſhook his body, I trembled for his 


fecurity ; 1 wiſhed to partake in his 
ſituation. He often turned round to 


view me; my attentive eyes met his. 
The vigilance of my huſband, I wiſhed 
to diſarm, by the moſt affected ten- 
derneſs ; he ſwallowed the bait : in this 


manner we paſſed the firſt day, till we 
arrived a at ——, where we intended to 
remain 
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remain that night; our coachman, after 1 
attending his horſes, had the civility to 
offer his attendance on us as a ſervant, 
ſaying it was his cuſtom to act ſo by 
every perſon who treated him genteely, | 
when the inn happened to be crouded, | 
as it was then; we accepted the offer, . 
which ſaved us much inconvenience. - 

The fatigue of the day brought my 
huſband's ilineſs, of the ſtomach, on 3 
him again; we diſpatched our coach» 
man to an apothecary for aſſiſtance ; 
he came; and, after a few ſignificant 
contractions of the brow, gave us an 
elaborate diſcourſe upon the nature and 
cauſe of the ſymptomatic gout. z during 
which time my huſband's patience be- 
came ſo fatigued, that he flipped a 
guinea into the man's hand, aſſuring 
him that he found himſelf much re- 
lieved ſince he appeared; and as he 
had ſo well ſatisfied him in the cauſe 
of a diſeaſe to which he was almoſt a 
victim, he thought the advice and 
trouble of the doctor ought to be _ 
recompenſed; and: as: he did not feel 1 


any 
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any neceſſity for taking medicine, he 

| - wiſhed the exulting practitioner a good 
| night. As ſoon as he left the room, 
. my huſband's ſuppreſſed rage got vent, 
and he damned. the garrulity of the 

pedantic blockhead a hundred times 

over. He next ſearched his port folio 

for a recipe he found very ſerviceable 

upon the occaſion, which he ſent by 

our coachman to have made up at 

. ſome other place. Tommy, Who 

hs underſtood: that opium was the baſis 
of the medicine, enquired what doſe 
was ſufficient for a perſon of his 
1 own conſtitution; being informed, he 
Ei | bought it, and diminiſhing the quan- 
tity a little, added it to the draught he 

was ſent for; the old man drank it off, 
1 and inſtantly an heavy ſleep in a chair 
# proved the effect. We both afliſted 
F to undreſs him, and laid him in his 
bed ; the eaſe with which he breathed, 
removed” our alarms for his ſafety. 

Tommy then aſſigned to himſelf a 
. bed in a ſmall room within ours; i and 

1 95 by my huſband, after paying a 

ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice to Venus in the arms of my 


coachman. The ſoundneſs of his 
ſleep encouraged my lover to make a 
ſecond attack on me, even by my 
huſband's fide, who, during the ſcene 
of action, was even as inſenſible as 
death. | x 

The night thus paſſed, revelling in 
mutual joys, till the noiſe of ſervants 
about the houſe ſummoned my lover to 
ſtable duty. After a farewel repetition 
of ſee /aw, I let him out of the room, 
and reſigned myſelf to ſleep. 


The effect of the opium kept my 


huſband from waking tilleleven o'clock, 
when he began to blink upon me, with 
one eye ſhut, and the other open. After 
yawning and ſtretching for a few mi- 
nutes, he moved towards me, kiſſed 
me, and made an effort to engage; 
in which effort he fell aſleep, whilſt 
my body was ſuſtaining his inanimate 
weight. I diſengaged myſelf from the 
load, got out of bed, dreſſed myſelf, 
and left him to his reſt. 
On going down ſtairs to . 
| | e 
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the firſt object that preſented itſelf was 
a red coat; a military man is not diſ- 
agreeable to our ſex in general. He 
bowed reſpectfully; I returned the 


compliment. Underſtanding, as I af- 


terwards came to learn, that I was 
the wife of an old man, he intro- 
duced himſelf to me, with all the 
or vivacity of a confident coxcomb. 
Politeneſs obliged me to receive the 
compliments he laviſhed on me; and 
I did it in a manner 'to heighten the 
opinion he had of himſelf. Being in- 
formed which way we were travelling, 
he ſaid, his route lay that way too, 
and he ſhould be very Bri to accom- 
pany us, and hoped my huſband would 
ſoon be down fairs, that he might 
have the honour of kiſſing his hand. 
My huſband, I told him, had had a 

very indifferent night, owing to a viſit 

of the gout; I left him aſleep, and 

did not imagine we ſhould depart that 

* day. He regretted the cauſe, but Was 
pleaſed at the confequence, which in- 
ſured him the felicity of offering his 
"We Ca | ſervices 
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ſervices to me on any occaſion, and 
he deferred proceeding till we were 
ready. I excuſed myſelf by every 
means in my power, but to no pur- 


poſe; his aſſurance prevailed; ſo that 
Vas likely now to have a dangling ob- 


ſtacle to my happineſs, or a total pri- 
vation of it in the company of my 
huſband; I fat down to breakfaſt in 
an apartment, whither he followed me, 
ſaying he would not ſuffer me to re- 
main in ſolitude, but would ſtudy to 


make every moment entertaining to 


me. Our coachman waited on me, 


and was a ſpectator of the aſſuming 


abſurdity of his rival. After breakfaſt, 
I paid a viſit to my huſband, who was 


ſtill in the arms of fleep. I ſhook + 


him, and recommended to him to get 
up, but his feet were ſo ſwelled with 
the gout, that he could not move 
without aſſiſtance. Here we were 
obliged to continue five days longer. 
In the evening the following 6://et doux 
was flipped into my hand, by the 
Captain; 
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= Lowhy fair at + 
>The approaches which the power 


of your beauty has made to my 
heart, have ſtormed its out-works, 
and carried the citadel ; you reign 
there triumphant ; 1 burn with 


miſery, till your goodneſs will di- 
vinely condeſcend to impart a cool- 


ing relief to the diſtracted heart of 


your adorer. Remember, angelic 
woman, that Venus loved the God 
of War; and you need not fear 


that Vulcan can compoſe nets to 
entrap us in the hour of enjoyment. 
I ſwear, by the honour of a ſoldier, 


that I ſhall love and adore you till 


death. I have feen death in many 
frightful forms, and would defy 


it, in any ſhape, to extort from me 
a thought i injurious to your happi- | 


neſs. | 


64 Your adoring 
GEO. BOBADIL.” 
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The forward pertneſs of this let- 


ter, nettled me. I ſent for the coach- 
man, and conveyed it privately into his 


hands. When he was at leiſure, he 
abſented himſelf for a few hours, 


having reſtored me the letter before he 


went away, with directions to take 
care of it till his return. I did fo, and 
in the ſpace of about four hours, he 


returned with a magiſtrate, and two 
_. officezs, who took my admirer into 


cuſtody. He directed me to ſhew the 


letter to my huſband, before he came 
to the knowledge of the arreſt; I did 


ſo. This proof of my affection gave 
him great ſatisfaction; he vowed 


vengeance againſt the man who dared 
to offer him this inſult. While he 
was thus menacing, the coachman 
came into the room out of breath, 
aſking his honour if he would fee a 


. ſwindler he had taken up, who was 


then in the houſe? The fine flaſhy 


Captain, Sir! I have fixed him ; he 
has no more a commiſſion, than a 


broom-ſtick. I faw him convicted 
| H 2 fome 
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- ſome time ago, in Devonfhire, where 
- I then was One Captain Fairfield 
| (for my lover was on the half-pay liſt 
| of one of the reduced 3 fell 
l into his company, and heard from his 
_ - own mouth that he was a Captain in 
the very ſame regiment which this 
Bobadil little knew his honour be- 
longed to. Captain Fairfield found 
him an impoſtor, and expoſed him as 
ſuch to the neighbourhood,* whoſe 
hoſpitality he was abuſing. He was 
taken up and confined, but his poor 
mother, a waſherwoman named Sprig- 
gins, in Roll's Buildings, Chancery- 
Lane, made intereſt with an attorney, 
- whoſe clerk he was during term, to 
get him his liberty; and I doubt not 
| — he will confeſs the whole truth; 
if you confront him and me, he dare 
not deny it. It was I that gave this 
information to a magiſtrate, who was 
going to commit him to priſon. He 
confeſſed the whole, little knowing, 
through the diſguiſe, that he fell into 
the ſame hands. During his exami- 


nation, 
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nation, he betrayed ſuch puſilanimity 


and meanneſs, as diſgueſted every body 
with the remembrance of the bluſter- 


ing Captain. In the courſe of this 


buſineſs, which afforded my huſband 


no ſmall entertainment, a: croud 


aſſembled; he was toſſed into a cart, 
and conveyed to a place of ſafety, 
amidſt the ſhouts of the populace. 
His horſe was detained for his reckon- 
ing, but the inn-keeper was obliged to 
reſtore it to- its owner, it having been 
advertiſed in the London papers, as 


well as its rider, who exceeded the 


date of his promiſed return. This I 
give you, as a ſpecimen of the inſults 
and injuries to which the wife of an 
old man is expoſed. 

Adieu, my dear, you had a great 
deal of work upon your hands when 
vou left off; continue the recital to 
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ie CAROLIINE to ELIIz A. 


: 1 my gear Betſy, fully em- 
ployed ; 1. had all that a woman 
coll 1 who had no bias of the 
heart. I liked my champion tolera- 
bly, but without ſuffering any un- 
eaſineſs about him. Had the firſt ay 
ject of my affections been worth it, I 
ſhould have been happy in him alone; 
even the miſery he fell into after his 
marriage, had his lot and mine been 
one, I would not have upbraided him 
For involvin; g' me into, if I had his 
heart. His diſſipated life threw him 
in debt conſiderably; at the end of ſix 
months his wife ſaw herſelf, inſtead of 
being miſtreſs of 30,0001. and other 
valuable articles, reduced to a ſmall 


annuity of 5ol, which Ramble had it 
„ 


39-3 


not in his power to alienate. . They 


were parted; he took to a ſtupid 


courſe of living by gambling, and he 


became a ſot. My enamorato was 


no. ſtranger to houſes of this nature, 
they often met there, and played 
together; my uneaſineſs encreaſed at 


the knowledge of this intimacy be- 


tween two men who knew ſo much 
of me; I could not attempt to urge 
him to decline going to ſuch places, 
nor did I imagine it would be of any 
uſe; chance alone relieved me, but it 
was at. the expence of my champion. 
The two identical poſſeſſors of my 
perſon quarrelled irreconcileably ; the 
Iriſh blood would admit of no other 
decifion than piſtolling; a challenge 
enſued, the combitants met in Hyde 


Park. The firſt ſhot ſtruck Ramble 


in the heart, he fell down and ex- 


pired inſtantly without a groan; my 


champion fled from juſtice to France, 
and ſent me a farewel apology from 


Dover, juſt as he was emharking, in 


theſe words? | 
2 1 40 My 
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be My deareſt Woman. 


«© Honour compelled me to ſpill 
blood; juſtice is very quick, but 
% J want to out-run it; I am going | 
6 to croſs the ſeas, where I muſt 

only live to regret the loſs of thoſe 
« happy hours which made our 
ce pleaſures one. When I am on the 
« Continent you ſhall have my ad- 
, «dreſs ; I muſt alter my name there. 


5 ge Adieu, | 
« The delight of my foul 1 
« TIMOTHY O'CARRELL, 
| Two birds killed wich one gone 11 


was not ſorry that a man, who had it 


in his power to upbraid me ſo much 
as Ramble had, was out of the way; 
1 pitied his fate now it was out of his 
power to injure me: and, for a few 
moments, he was preſent to my re- 
collection, in that fame form and 


manner 


Wok «ad 


| interrupt his happineſs. 


h 
manner as when he won my heart; 
but that ſoon vaniſhed, I regretted the 
loſs of my champion, through fami- 
liarity, and only wiſhed that he might 
ſee his offspring, which I was car- 

rying when he departed. 
The promiſe a made of writing 


to me, he never obſerved, ſo that we 


parted even on both ſides : my time 


of lying- in began to engroſs my ſe- 
S rious attention; 
ſuſpend the career of enjoyment, and 


I was obliged to 


pay more attention to my huſband, 
to give him a reliſh for the appear- 


ance of what he was to father. By 


this time, his morals were as corrupt 
as his manners were bad ; the ſchool 
of iniquity, where he now imbibed a 
knowledge of the loweſt devices to 
which neceflity is compelled, had 
formed him a knave. To uſe his own 
expreſſions, he was up to every thing. 
brought him at each viſit ſome- 
thing agreeable; he ſeemed content 
with his lot, and I did not with to 


I was 
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| I was a ſecond time mother of a 
boy; my labour was not ſevere, nor 
li did any thing ſeem to impair my 
health; I ſoon recovered ſtrength and 
[> ſpirits :. pleaſure expanded my heart; 
[ ſociety became charming, and co- 
Y quetry had all its delights ; ſelf-denial 
| was a practice, obſolete in my ſyſtem, 
| my heart craved for pleaſure, and [ 
began to caſt about in ſociety for an 
inſtrument of it. An active diſpo- 
. ſition, like mine, could not remain 
long without employment. Parties, 
of which I was one, were formed. 
We lived in Park-ſtreet, Groſyenor- 
- ſquare. The next houſe to us was 
inhabited by a lady of an agreeable 
turn of mind, who had been three 
. _ a widow. , I was introduced to 
Mrs. Sims (for that was her name) 
at Major Peacock's, Where we dined ; 
_. our vicinity improved our acquaint- 
ance. She was not deficient in ſen- 
_ fibility, though ſhe had ſomething 
of a religious turn, Free from that 
gloomy ſevetity which DD pe 
Es the 
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the bigot, ſhe was always even and 
chearful, her-manners were eaſy, and 
ſhe ſeemed inclined to impart her 
happineſs to all around her. Her 
fortune and perſon were intitled to 
the notice of men of rank, but ſhe 
appeared to have an averſion to a ſe- 
cond matrimonial engagement. The 
memory of her firſt, prejudiced her 
againſt embarking into a ſecond. 
Mr. Sims paid the debt of nature at 

the age of twenty-five,- a victim to 
his own folly. A conſtitution ex- 
hauſted by uninterrupted diffipation, 
required her cares, as well as affection, 
for two years, which they lived to- 
gether. Her heart, fo unhappily 
placed, deterred her from a ſecond 
experiment. We often Jar the 
evening at each other's houſes, in -- 
ſelect parties; our general company 
were an Auſtrian officer, introduced 
by Mr. Grenville, chaplain to Lord 

Clarefont, who was a relation of the 
late Mr. Sims, and whoſe friendſhip 
to the widow was not impaired by 


the 
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the death of his kinſman; and Mr, 


Grenville, who was a ſenſible ſteady 
man, The foreigner had all that 
politeneſs and good humour ſo cha- 
racteriſtic of the Continent : his cir- 
cumſtances were eaſy, and his perſon 
2 3: his foreign accent, and em- 
arraſſed diction, I undertook to re- 
form. He ſubmitted to be my 
pupil for a while, and concluded 
with profeſſing himſelf my lover. 
The hon. Mr. Byfield, a younger 
brother to Lord Copeall, wiſhed to 
engroſs the attention of the widow 
to himſelf; he was a conſtant attend- 


_ ant in Park- ſtreet. Lady Harriet 


Paſtime, another of our party, who. 


had meaſured forty- ſeven ſummers 


whithout changing her maiden name, 
ſeemed to have a deſign on the officer. 
Mr. Grenville, who ſought to pleaſe 
her ladyſhip, often felt the. ſeverity 
of her temper, in his endeavours: to 
ſucceed in her opinion. My mother 
was generally witty on the parſon, 
whom ſhe often rallied. Byfield, who 

| P was 
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was not free from a tincture of the 
Cynic, gave her ladyſhip many ſevere 
hints on her obduracy to Grenville. 
He ſometimes inſinuated a prejudice 
againſt gallantry, and concluded by 8 
adviſing Lady Harriet to fix her heart 
for life. Her vanity interpreted his | 
irony to be a fincere compliment. \ 
She gloried in the ſurmize. She 
was gallant with the officer; ſhe | 
dreſſed at him, but could obtain no 1 
more than ſuperficial complaiſance 
at his hands: her forwardneſs gave 
her repeated occaſions of exerciſing 
her patience at his indifference. The 
dreſs of a girl of eighteen, diſplayed 
upon a woman where the hand of 
age had made its ravages, made her 
ridiculous : her penchant for the 
officer, ſhe boaſted of, as if ſhe met 
encouragement; her ſeverity to me, 
with the cauſe of it, was diſcernible. 
I bore it with eaſe to myſelf, being 
in ſome meaſure ſecure of a prefe- 
rence in his attention and complai- 
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fance, which my pride ſtimulated me 

to encourage. | 
My ciciſbeo, (for ſo I ſhall ſtile 
my officer) propoſed a party, at his 
lodgings, to our circle. Lady Harriet's 
importunity prevailed on him to en- 
truſt the management of the ſupper 
to her domeſtics, who ſhould attend 
on the occaſion, as it would fave him 
the trouble a ſtranger muſt be liable 
to, The evening came, we all met, 
except the widow who ſent an apo- 
logy that ſw was indiſpoſed; an 
apology came alſo from Mr. Byfield, 
that, as the Houſe of Commons was 
expected to fit late, upon a queſtion 
of importance,, he was under the 
neceſſity of attending his duty. The 
apology was feaſible, as he had a place 
under government. Lady Harriet, 
who diſplayed all the elegance of 
which ſhe was miſtreſs, turned to me, 
with an air of ſelf-ſufficiency, com- 
mending the entertainment we were 
to ſup on that evening. Fluſhed 
with the expectation of doing the 
honours 


— 
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honours of the table, I aſſented to 


her ladyſhip's taſte, which I could 


judge of by implication from all ap- 
pearances. She turned from me to 
the reſt of the company, whom ſhe 
addreſſed in the ſame ſtile. Supper 
was at length ſerved up ; we arranged 
ourſelves, before fitting down, ac- 
cording to rank; her ladyſhip's ſta- 
tion was at the upper right hand 
ſide of the table: my little officer paſſed 
her by, with an air of good humour, 


took me by the hand, and inſiſted 


that I ſhould favour him fo far as to 
take the head of the table. I aſ- 
ſumed but little reluctance, and com- 


plied, highly pleaſed with the diſtinc- 


tion. Her ladyſhip's lower jaw 
lengthened about an inch and an half; 
her volubility ceaſed ; the joy which 
ſparkled in her eye before, vanithed, 
and a cold ſulleneſs influenced her 
whole frame. The alteration was 


viſible to every one; Mr. Grenville 


undertook to ſooth her by oblique 


means; my ciciſbeo, who fat oppo- 


2: ſite 
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ſite me, politely thanked us, with an 
expreſſion of gratitude, for the honour 
done him, by the condeſcenſion of 
two ladies in the direction and ma- 
nagement of his little regale. Lady 
Harriet vented her temper on the 
miſmanagement of the cook, ' whom 
ſhe poſitively ſaid ſhe would diſcharge, 
for not purſuing her directions as he 
ought, in preparing ſupper. She 
apoligized to the company for the 
inequality of the cookery, to what 
ſhe intended it; and thus transferred 
the cauſe of her ill-humour to an 
object that could not defend itſelf, 

rom one ſhe could not avow, and the 1 
company, contrary to their own con- 
viction, acquieſced in the truth of her 
 ladyſhip's aſſertions. 4 

Supper being ended, we gave a 
ſcope to our mirth, in which all 
united cheerfully, except her ladyſhip. 
All on a ſudden, the noiſe of fire en- 
gines alarmed us; the fire we found 
on enquiry to be in Park- ſtreet: 
we were then in Groſvenor- ſtreet. 


The 


1 


The contiguity of our concerns to 

the danger, urged my mother to- ſee 

about our houſe: immediately, we 
all ſallied out, my ciciſbeo giving me ö 
his arm. On our arrival, we found 
it a diſtance from us on the other 
| fide of the way. We knocked at 
Mrs. Sims's door, who was juſt 
getting out of bed, and we were let 
in inſtantly; we all ran up to her | 
chamber; and, confiding in the aſ- | 
ſurances of the gentlemen that it 

would ſoon. be extinguiſhed with 

out any danger on our fide, we fat 

down on the widow's bedſide, who 

had on her night gown; from the 
confuſion in the houſe, we all en- 

tered without light. The fire ſoon 

abated, and we began to reflect; when 

Lady IIarriet, who fat on the out- ö 
fide wih Mr. Grenville, faid- the | 4J 
heard a rattling noiſe in a ſmall cloſet | 
behind her; we all laughed at the 

idea; the widow imputed it to the / 
agitation of the trees in the park; we 

all united in it. She was poſitive; ; 


13 we 


( 90 )) 


- we laughed ſtill more; at laſt ſhe 
took the candle, and opened the door, 
when, the ſenator who was attending 
the duty of his country, (Mr. Byfield) 
appeared at full length, without a 
hat; all was dumb confuſion, - we 
ſtared at each other, Lady Harriet 
hemmed ſignificantly; when I at 
length burſt out into a fit of laughter, 
commended Byfield for his cleverneſs, 
who, I ſaid entered the houſe juſt after 
us in the dark, and not being 
perceived by any but me, I conveyed 
him into the cloſet for the purpoſe 
of diverting us after the terror of the 
fire, which ſucceeded ; as the ruſtling 
noiſe was heard by me and Captain Bel- 
ville, I informed Mrs. Sims of it, who 
ſubmitted to the joke with reluctance. 
Byfield came forward, ſupported the 
invention, appearances were over- 
turned, and we changed the ſubject 
immediately, | with very little em- 
barraſſment on any ſide; my ciciſb 
5 a me quietly, . you for ol 
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« to find the poor gentleman his 
«. nad; [244 
We all departed for the night, tak= 
ing leave of our hoſt at-our houſe, who- 
vowed himſelf enamoured with me on 
parting: next morning he waited on. 
me, and invited me to .Ranelagh 
that evening with him; he kept a. 
phaeton in which he propoſed we. 
ſhould take an excurſion into the coun- 
try if the evening, proved fair. I agreed; 
he waited on me after dinner, equip- 
ped en cavalier; a pair of bright bays. 
were harnefled to an elegantly finiſhed. 
vehicle; I mounted it, and away we: 
drove full ſpeed, 
He put on the moſt enchanting 
looks, and liſped love to. me in the 
moſt tender {train : his idiom and 
accent gave a ſimplicity to his man- 
ner, and the ſuppreſſion af his ut- 
terance for the defect of language, 
intereſted my tenderneſs. I wiſhed to 
relieve his embarraſſments, when his 
tongue was filent, and nature ſpoke 
at his eyes; my boſom throbbed re- 
ſponuve 


„„ 
fponſive to her dictates. He kiſſed my 
hands; thus we employed the time 
when opportunity offered. We alighted 
at a tavern, where he ordered the horſes 
to be put up. Here we ſtaid and 
drank tea: his pleaſing aſſiduities cap- 
tivated my willing ſenſes ; a room ſe- 
cure from intruſion, gave him that 
opportunity which realized our mu- 
tual pleaſures. We enjoyed the even- 
ing like lovers: I, confident of his 
diſcretion and integrity, and he happy 
as his ſenſibility evinced. We returned 
at a proper hour to ſhew ourſelves at 
Ranelagh, where we ſupped, and af- 
terwards returned home. Adieu, my 
friend, fear not for my heart, he has 
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Write to your affectionate 


CAROLIN E. 


L E r. 
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E11z4 to Canot tits: 


H E. ſucceſſion of your amours 
has that lively variety which 1s 
worthy of a woman of ſuch true 
ſpirit; your triumph over the old 
maid, and the preference given you 
by a man who appears ſo deſerving, 


is a ſatisfaction you never taſted before. 


The ' pious Mrs. Sims, poor Lady ! 
why ſhould not ſhe be indulged with 
the pleaſures of life, as the diſſipated 
couries of her hu{band made the ſtate 
of matrimony a ſtate of repentance to 
her. What could ſhe do more prudent 
than to avoid the ſnare a ſecond time, by 
indulging herſelf in the arms of a man 
of diſcretion and ſecrecy, with whom. 
ſhe may break off when the intimacy 
becomes tireſome ; that, when part- 
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ing, they both may ſum up the ac- 
count of their ſtock in the firm of their 
loves, and be able to ſay we have had 


pleaſure, and now by mutual conſent, 


and a ſteady reſolution of obſerving 


all due reſpect to each other, we mu- 
tually abſolve each other of all 
vows, promiſes, and oaths, that 
paſſed between us; and give each 

other full and perfect liberty to roam 
at large in the paths of pleaſure; and 
take up with whatever ſhall ſeem to 
our own deſires and affections the 
moſt congenial and ſuitable; without 
let or moleſtation on either ſide. 
All this is fine in theory, till we 
come to practice. When the object, 
in whom our happineſs dwells, is 
going to be ſevered from us, I partly 
know already, to one who has attained 
that indifference which makes va- 
riety the high road to pleaſure, the 
change of one lover for another is 
ealy. An accident that happened 
whilſt we were at the inn, waiting my 
huſband's recayery had like to — 
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all my happineſs, and deſtroy my 


lover. He was concealed juſt in ſuch 
a ſituation as you deſcribed Byfield, 


in that cloſet I mentioned to you in 


our chamber : the ſervant who had 
the warming pan for our bed, was 
detained by my huſband to help in 
undrefling him; ſhe went into the 
inſide room to lay the pan in the 
hearth, to prevent the ſulphur from 
annoying our bedchamber. She 
ſcreamed out, and fainted; luckily 
ſhe did ſo; my huſband could not 
budge an inch; I affected alarm; 
Jemmy's preſence of mind faved us 
all. He took care each night, when 


he entered the cloſet, to faſten a cord 


to the window, by which his deſcent 
was facilitated in caſe of danger. 
He let himſelf down by this, before 
any of us had power to ring a bell, 
and got off with fafety, before any 
waiter came, I went to afliſt the girl, 

who ſtill lay ſenſeleſs, and ſlipping 
the cord from the inſide of the win- 


dow, drew it in ſuddenly, threw it 
| 95 
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on one ſide unnoticed, and ſhut the 
window. The girl revived, the room 
was ſearched, and every thing having 
the appearance of ſecurity, her ima- 
gination was faid to be diſturbed, and 
her aſſertions gained no credit. | 

My huſband's pain abating, we 
agreed to proceed on our way, by 
flow journeys. It rained very ſe- 
verely; my dear coachman was 
forced to withſtand it; my heart 
ached when I faw him come in 
dropping from the rain to an inn, and 
have no better reception than a 
kitchen - fire, amongſt grooms and 
ſervants. I trembled for his health, 
and not without cauſe, for he became 
hoarſe, and ſtiff in his joints, with the 
cold he underwent; but we happily 
arrived at 'our journey's end, when he 
could indulge himſelf without riſk ' 
My huſband eſteemed him as an 
obliging fellow, and had proper at- 
tendance for him; he highly approved 
of my humanity in preparing under 

my own eye his drinks and ptiſan. 
Whilſt 


CE ' 07 2 


_ Whilſt I was thus gratifying my in- 


clinations, my duty became agree- 
able; a few days removed my anxiety 
for his ſafety, he recovered a- pace. 
The hoſpitality of our Yorkſhire ac- 


quaintance was diſintereſted ; we had 


daily freſh inſtances of it by a multi- 


tude of invitations ; the younger gentry 
ogled me, the elder complimented me; 
the ladies ſolicited my company; but 
my heart, amidſt all this routine of 
pleaſure, had its chaſm in happineſs ; 
it was fixed upon one object only, 
What machines we are, my dear Caro- 
line; that which ſeems to afford ſo 
glittering an outſide ſhow, is but the 
gilding of interior miſery, I repined 
that a man, equal to thoſe who ſur- 
rounded me in every reſpect, ſhould 
be compelled from love to me to ſtoop 


to the humble ſtation he filled ; and be 


thus debarred of the ſatisfaction his 


company could give me. But fortune 


had not yet exhauſted her bitter cup; 
the remainder of my potion was yet 
in ſtore for me to taſte of 
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The melancholy and deſtructive 


y ſtem of oppreſſion, which accumu- 


lated the burthens of this country, 
and ſevered the dependencies of the 
Britiſh empire from the parent, had 
kindled into a war. Lord Firebrand, 
whoſe inexorable obſtinacy, and im- 
penetrable ſtupidity, was hurrying 
matters to deſtruction, in defiance of 
juſtice, reaſon, or policy, found it ne- 
ceſſary to fill up ſome of the reduced 
fegiments for foreign duty. My Jem- 
my, whilſt we were in Yorkſhire, 
received orders to join his corps, and 
compleat his company. His engage- 
ment to his country, neceſſarily ſuper- 
ceded his attention to me, he was 
obliged to repair to London. He 
framed an excuſe to my huſband, and 
made him an offer of his horſes at ſuch 


a price as tempted him to purchaſe 


them; we travelled in our own car- 
riage, and hired a coachman to fill his 
place. We regretted his loſs, but I 
bad ample cauſe. I now felt that 
ſorrow in its full force, which you 
155 | | were 


„ „ 
were no ſtranger to when Ram- 
ble's baſeneſs betrayed your ten- 
der heart, The aſſurances of his 


affection, which I had no reaſon 


to miſtruſt, increaſed my pangs. I 
had no reproach to make againſt 
his fidelity: I received no in- 
juries at his hands, to excite re- 
ſentment or indignation to ſupplant 
the memory of his former ca- 


reſſes; I could propoſe no deviation 


from his firſt aſſurances to im- 
peach his candour and conſiſt- 
ency; recollection improved A 
action of his in my eye. He fo 
perfectly reigned in my heart, that 
my whole ſoul's compaſs was 
occupied by him. But to loſe him 


oh, Caroline! I muſt break off the 


ſubject; ſympathize with 


Your affectionate 


ELIZA, 
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CAROLINE to ELI IZ A. 


H, my dear Eliza, what emo- 

tions has your laſt excited in 
my breaſt ! who can blame you for 
complaining ! The worth of 7 Hex man 
is a jewel rare to be found. Ohl the 
curſed effects of avarice, that thus 
ſacrifices the happineſs of the heart to 
ſplendid miſery! What recompence 


can wealth give us, when by the ac- 


quiſition, we are bereft of all that is 
dear to us. Machines, as you ſay, we 
are indeed, when the ſpring of our ac- 
tions and defires is above our con- 
troul. Why did nature form the 
female heart ſo ſuſceptible? Was 
it to make it the victim of torture 
and tyrannical reſtraint? Our lot is 
hard, it muſt be borne ; we muſt not 
_ | . there- 
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therefore give ourſelves up to repining. Y 
Arouſe from the lethargy of love, and 
diſpoſe your heart to a leſs painful 
ſenſation. I remember a beautiful 
Stanza aſcribed to the immortal Wolfe, 
juſtly applicable to your. ſituation, and. 
that of your loſt lover.. 


Two paſlions ſtrongly pleading: 
My doubtful — 1 — p 
See there my country bleeding, . 
And here my weeping bride. 
To both thy faithful lover 
Alike ſhall conſtant prove; 
Fame fires my veins all over, 
Whilſt every pulſe beats love. 


Ceaſe to lament, Eliza; do not be-- 
dew the bloſſom of life with the tears 
of ſorrow, ** To. forget is a hard ſci- 
5 ence, indeed, for a lover, but you 
can alleviate ; exert. your own forti- . 
tude; abandon the recital which gives = 
you ſo much pain. 1 do not require =, 
you to make. ſuch à facrifice to | 
my curioſity, as to let your wounds | 
bleed afreſh. Sear them up and let. j 
us change the topic. Let. my va- 
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riegated career diverſify our correſ- 


pondence, it will give no poignant 
pain. I will proceed and recount 


to you the gallantries of my hero. 
Lady Harriot's. penchant for my 


eiciſbeo exceeded all bounds, if we 


judge by her conduct. She fought 
him out in every company, invited 
him to tete a tete parties; —ſhe extolled 
the elegance of his phaeton and 
horſes, expreſſed the pleafure an 
airing in ſuch a vehicle would give 
her. My ſoldier, who eluded or 
did not underſtand her inuendos, 
ſhe often rallied for his abſence ; 


when we met, we were obliged to 


obſerve the greateſt circumſpection, 
if ſhe was preſent. A pair of brace- 
lets, and another of diamond pendents; 
which he complimented me with, 
excited her admiration and curioſity. 
She ſurmized from what quarter they 


came; the mortification the ſuffered 


when I evaded her enquiries con- 
cerning them, was viſible : ſhe took 
upon her to decide that they were 
. | & foreign 
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foreign workmanſhip; and appealed 
to the Captain's judgment, who 
profeſſed he was unacquainted with 
the diſtinction. Her importunity 
on the ſubject often approached 
rudeneſs, but I thought it moft 
prudent not to fee her conduct in 
its proper light. | 

A day or two after Byfield 8 2 
ture in the cloſet, the widow called to 
ſee me whilſt I was alone; ſhe, with 
bluſhing candour, confeſſed her weak 
.neſs for Byfield; adding, that ſhe was 
unworthy my confidence, if ſhe con- 
cealed any thing of the matter from 
me, who had ſo dexterouſly ex- 
tricated her from an embarraſſment ſhe 
muſt without me have yeilded to. 
She felt mo uneaſineſs from the 
good- nature and politeneſs of the 
company, except from Lady. Harriet 
Paſtime, whoſe tongue ſhe had ſome 
reaſon to be apprehenſive of; her uſual 
inveteracy againſt the foibles of her 
own ſex, ſhe was well. acquainted 
with ; ſhe. requeſted my aid and ad- 
| vice 
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1 vice upon the occaſion, and that I 
1 would paſs a few days at Windſor, 


4 where ſhe had a country houſe, 
| . «that we might confer together upon 
1 the ſubject. I inſtantly aſſented to 
| the propoſal, and entreated her to 
conſider my knowledge of her 
fituation as. ſecure as if it was in 
her own. breaſt. A thought then 

| ſtruck me, by which we could ap- 
_ her ladyſhip's rancour, by turn- 

g the tables on herſelf, She re- 

— 9 at the propoſal, and aſked 

an explanation with eagerneſs. 

Madam, there has ſubſiſted an emu- 
lation between Lady Harriot and me 
for ſome time, and the prize is the 
captain's heart; the deciſion has been 
hitherto in my favour, and I think my 
influence over him will be. of ſervice. 
'to us in this buſineſs : I know he is of. 

| a generous and diſcreet diſpoſition, 
VB and ſo perfectly a woman's man, that 
b he is entirely formed. for the hap- 
pineſs and confidence of our ſex. 
99 5 deſign is then, madam, to * 
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him before our departure, and pre- 

vail on him to coquet a little with 

her ladyſhip, who magnifies the 

ſmalleſt attentions of courſe to her, 

as his deſigns in her favour. She 

has long ſought in vain for a Z#fe-4- 

tete party with him; his equipage 

ſhe is ever extolling; he ſhall then 

propoſe to her a party, to pay us 

a viſit ; the offer will gratify her 

ambition; the pleaſure of ſuch an 

occaſion to excite jealouſy in me, 

will be an irreſiſtible temptation, as 

well as the vanity of being preferred 

to me. It will not be a hard mat- 

ter then to diſcover them in ſuch 

an aukward ſituation, as may make 

her ridiculous, ſo that we ſhall have 

„her own ſelf-preſervation as a ſe- 

> | curity for her future good beha- 
f. viour. 1 

The widow thanked me for my 

| lan, and embraced me with joy ; we 

agreed that it ſhould be inſtantly ſet 

on foot. I ſent for the captain, and 

related to him our deſign; he. entered 
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into it with pleaſure; he aſſures me 
tenderly, that I was the ſpring of his 
actions. The next day but one was 
fixed upon for his viſit with her lady- 
ſhip, and we were to ſet out the next 
morning. On parting with me, he 
added, what but your own commands 
could prevail on me to ſubmit to ſo 
long and ſevere an abſence? We fat 
alone about an hour, and then re- 
tired. | 
The next morning we ſet out early, 
and arrived at Violet Bank to break- Wh | 
faſt: my companion's chearfulneſs and 
ſerenity was reſtored; we denied our- 
ſelves to company: Byfield, who was. IM | 
unacquainted with our retreat, we 
thought proper not to admit. That 
excellent anatomy of the human heart, 
f 
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| Cecilia, or the Memoirs of an Hearelſs, | 

| weread; the delicious narrative tempt- 
Fo ed us to finiſh it before the ſecond. 

I _ = evening; and, as we had nothing new If 
= in our literary ſtock, converſation muſt l 
1 fill up the vacuum. 0 
| My companion's breaſt, full of By- IP 
| "ls field, e 
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field, induced her to touch upon that 


ſubject; ſhe perceived a curioſity in 
me to learn the progreſs he made in 
her heart; ſhe ſpared me the pain of 
aſking a recital of it, by propoſing 
herſelf to unboſom the matter to me. 

I married, my dear friend, when 
my heart was more under the in- 
fluence of duty than love; my huſ- 
band I began to like, only after our 


parents had propoſed a match between 
us; the management of every thing 
vas left to them, which, when agreed 
upon, we were united. Love kindled 
daily in my boſom, and my eſteem for 


my huſband gained ground ; he was 


tolerably attentive to me, whilft we 
remained in the country, whither we 
C retired immediately after marriage. 


The approach of winter ſummoned us 


to the metropolis; after our arrival, a 


new ſet of viſitors, the former aſſo- 


cCiates of my huſband's, paid their com- 


pliments to me. I received them with 


eaſe; a general gaiety reigned amongſt 
our company; they all ſeemed to enjoy 


lite, 
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life, and know the value of pleaſure. 
The bottle was plied daily; it ſeemed 


to be the general paſſion of the moſt. 


familiar of our viſitors, who ſeldom 


parted till intoxication put an end to 
their reyels. Repeated head-achs, and 


qualms, the conſequence of ſuch de- 
bauch, kept Mr. Sims the moſt part 
of the next morning .in bed. I often 
reaſoned with him, and he condemned 
his manner of living himſelf; but, the 
illneſs being over, the allurements of 


his affoctates made him drown its re- 


collection in the evening's bottle; his 
eaſy good nature did not know how 
to reſiſt their importunity, till he at 
length became ſo habituated to wine, 
that he ſought' it through choice. His 
nerves trembled, he grew languid and 
tireſome, ſtupid and dull, except when 


the glaſs elevated his ſpirits. He 


next gave himſelf up to rioting 
with idle company in the ſtreets, 


which introduced him to gambling | 
| houſes; quarrels aroſe there, and the 
police of the night were obliged to | 


interfere. 
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interfere. I twice had an account of 
his being in the watch houſe, I loſt 
his company, from this time ſor ward, 
till morning brought him home, and 
that often from the arms of ſome of 
thoſe unhappy females whoſe inter- 


courſe produces infamy and diſeaſe. 


My forbearance and goodnature he 


ſo far impoſed upon as even to boaſt 


of it. My concern for his character, 
and willingneſs to reform him by 


gentle means, confined my regrets to 


myſelf; I repined alone; when I 


could, I remonſtrated to him on the 
injuries he was bringing on himſelf ; 
he acquieſced, and ſwore, if he could 


love a wife, I deſerved his love as 
much as any woman could; and he 


regretted that he did not keep me as 


a W, that he might be happy 
with me in the arms of unreſtrained 


love. This and more I bore with 


from him; but, obſerving a certain 
ſolidity in Byfield, who was ſometimes 
of his parties, and who had always 


ſuch a reſerve in the uſe of wine, as 


: never 


SW 


never to get intoxicated ; and alſo 
marking in him an aſcendancy, that 
this advantage gave him over the 
other aſſociates of the bottle, deter- 
mined me to prevail upon him 'to in- 
fluence the conduct of my huſband 
according to my wiſhes. _ 

He viſited us but ſeldom of . 
but whenever he came, he made him- 
ſelf welcome: he generally influenced 
the converſation, by a poignancy of 
ſentiment peculiar to himſelf; whereby 
he repreſſed the importunity of thoſe 
who would prevail on him to act 
contrary to his ſentiments. But, one 


evening, when wine had triumphed 


over the ſenſes of their company, I 


requeſted an interview with Bykeld, 


who was as collected as if he had not 
drank. I explained to him my mo- 


tive, and my uneaſineſs; he pro- 
fefled a willingneſs to comply with 
my wiſhes, but obſerved that it was 


difficult to recover men who had gone 


ſuch lengths as Mr. Sims. One 
_—_— he made of keeping the 


company 
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company we in general had, which 
was that a Mr. Edmunds, who was 
the inſeparable companion of my huſ- 
band, was a man who had ſpent 
moſt of his life, in providing for the 
pleaſures of gentlemen. His charac- 
ter was infamous, for he prevailed 
with a young giddy nobleman, to 
whoſe will he was obſequious, to diſ- 
charge his own father, with ſome 
young children, from an houſe and 
farm he had as game-keeper from the 
nobleman's father, and ſubſtitute him 
in his place, He recommended this 
circumſtance to be imparted to Mr. 
Sims, to fee how it would operate; 
the authenticity of the fact, the 
whole county of ——— could atteſt 
and he recommended it to me to take 
the firſt opportunity to diſcloſe it to 
him; 1 did fo; and he had virtue 
enough left to diſhand his companion, 
giving him a ſuit of clothes and a 
horſe. I rejoiced at the circumſtance, 
and flattered myſelf with it as an 
earneſt of future ſucceſs. 
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This obſtacle removed, I ſolicited 
Byfield to undertake the reformation 
of my huſband, who ſcemed to mend 
a little by our advice; I rejoiced at 
the ſucceſs, and my grateſul heart 
acknowledged its obligation to a man 
_who took ſuch pains to reſtore its hap- 
pineſs. My exultation was but 
ſhort; domeſtic life had no durable 
attractions for my huſband; he 
launched again into the gulf of diſ- 
fipation ; and always took occaſion, 


in Byfield' s preſence, to ſlip out from 


my company; when I loſt fight of 
him in general till morning, and then 
received an intoxicated relique of de- 

bauch to my bed. : 
Deſpairing of ever reclaiming a man 
ſo loſt to himſelf, the behaviour of 
Byfield appeared in my eyes an ami- 
3 contraſt. Friendſhip with a 
man is a fatal introduction to a wo- 
man's heart; the tranſit to love was 
eaſy to Byfield ; he ſaw that he in- 
ſpired me with that paſſion, and 1 
ſoon became its victim. My huſband, 
| 8 
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regardleſs of me, took up his reſidence 
in Berkley ſquare; diſeaſe expelled him 
thence, and he died in a. few days, 
raving on the name of Perdita. Our 
intimacy has ſubſiſted ever ſince, and 
he has the goodneſs, in his conduct to 
me, not to give me pain. The laſt 
diſcovery is the only thing which gives 
me uneaſineſs, as we have had our 
enjoyment till then ſecure. I never 
have had a child, and now believe that 
nature has denied me that pleaſure. 
Byfield would marry me, but I am 
diſguſted by my | firſt experience of 
that ſtate; he loves me tenderly, and 
has my promiſe, if ever I prove preg- 
nant, to ſanctify the birth by matri- 
mony. My jointure is 800l. a year. 
I can live at my eaſe, and in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances I am not inclined to relin- 
quiſh my liberty. When ſhe had fi- 
niſhed her recital, ſupper was an- 
nounced; we deſired to ſup alone, 
and paſſed the evening in mutual re- 
flections. She archly hinted that my 
ſituation, as a widow bewitched, did 
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not make it probable I was altogether 
free from the tyranny of that paſſion, 
which rules the heart ; ſhe praiſed the 
captain; I avowed my partiality for 
him, and the length it had led me; 
I recounted many things, but ſhort | 
of what I tell you, that I ſhould not 
give her the uneaſineſs of ſuppoſing 
that I had an advantage over her. We 
retired full of expectation for ns ſuc- 
ceſs of ihe neut dax. 


Four affectionate, 


CAROLINE, 


(us) 


LEFT-FER XIII. 


ELIZ A to CAROLINE. 


| ITH a full heart, dear Caro- 
line, I went to the laſt afſ- 
fignation with my lover, clad in a 
coarſe riding dreſs. I crofled the field 
by a path-way to a little public houſe, 
three miles from our abode by the- 
highway, which way 1 ſent my 
carriage, with orders to go on flow, 
and meet me on the road. The way 
IT took did not exceed two miles. 
When alone, I gave full vent to the 
tide of my ſorrow, I reproached the 
obduracy of fortune, and wrung my 
hands with deſpair. Happy lot, I 
cried, muſt that woman's be who can 
brave the viciſſitudes of climates, and 
the horrors of war, with the man 
ſhe loves! Reflecting thus, I * 
| | e 
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the houſe, from which my Jemmy 

waited at a diſtance to eſcort me in: 

we entered, and called. for ſuch 

homely refreſhment as the houſe 

could afford, We were ſeated in 

the beſt apartment by ourſelves; I 

| 3 clung upon his neck ; my agonizing 
| ſoul ſuꝑpreſſed the uſe of my tongue, 
and my heart was cleft with ſor- 
row; I ſighed and ſobbed; his 
manly cheeks could not conceal the 
trickling tear. I reclined upon his 

| boſom, and felt the big emotions of 
his groaning heart. Shame or fear 

- . reſtrained me from fainting. Thus 
paſſed one hour, when our carriage 
paſſed by at an eaſy pace. We 
muſt now ſeparate; he propoſed walk- 
ing before me to tell the coachman, 
who was unacquainted with his 

- own dreſs, to return. I refigned 
myſelf, and preſſing him to my bo- 
ſom, ſighed out my laſt adieu. We 
. went out of the houſe together; 
when out of ſight of it, he * 

| his 


6 
his pace, and out-walked me. My 
anxious eyes followed him till he 


was out of view: the carriage re- 
turned, our roads lay different, and 


I was rolled ſenſeleſs to my weary 


home. 


Stupor overpowered me ; I alarmed 
my huſband, whoſe aſſiduity gave 


me diſguſt. Medical aſſiſtance was 


provided ; but ah ! what remedy can 
ſooth a wounded heart! The kind- 
neſs of our neighbours was directed 
to me, reſt and .comfort were ba- 


niſhed from me; overpowered by 


melancholy, I became delirious, and 
fell into a nervous fever —I muſt 
have done, Caroline; you ſhall not 
hear from me till my recovery. 


Adieu, my dear; make the return 
of your agreeable party. I am 
pleaſed with your deſign on the 


old maid, and anxious to hear the 
reſult, Continue then to impart 
happineſs to your 
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LETTER XIV. 


_ 


CAROLINE to ETI ZA. 


BY | on have ſuffered enough, my 
charming friend, preſerve your- 
{elf from the recollection. Forget 
your ſorrows: youth. and life inſure 
you more happineſs; the courſe of 
nature will give you liberty; that 
half-mortified piece attached to you 
muſt moulder; time may reſtore our 
happineſs; deſpair not. 
The morning came, which brought 
our expected viſitors; I beheld from 
a dormant window, the heroine diſ- 
playing her victory over the attentiie 
„Captain, with a taudry fegt 
drawing up the rear. Fig 
yourſelf the gaudy finery off board- 
ing ſchool miſs, on a WhitMn holi- 
day, on a perſon faded withSage. To 
| heighten 
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heighten her opinion of the aſcend- 
ancy ſhe ſeemed to poſſeſs over 
my Captain, I did not appear for 
ſome time: ſhe received me with 
a confidential air, and treated her 
ſoldier as a flave; he played his 
part well; I ſeemed a little diſcon- 
certed, and ſhe improved in her vi- 
vacity. Thus one day paſſed. The 
next we determined hi” the lovers 
thould not be embarraſſed by too 
much of our preſence. We requeſted 
their goodneſs to remain at Violet 
Bank, and permit us the liberty of 
two hours abſence. My ſwain was 
to r e the opportunity, at the 
bottom of a ſhrubbery, in a grotto 
contiguous 'to the road, where a 
door opened hard by, with a ſpring 
lock, of which Mrs. Sims was to 
- ſave. a key; which opening towards 
| 3 would admit us to a 


Co) 
Fully pleaſed with the proſpect of 


our ſcheme, we each retired to reſt. 
When the houſe. was ſtill, I ex- 
pected a viſit from my lover. Lady 
Farriet's room- door and mine were 
upon the ſame landing; and the rooms 
themſelves were divided only by a 
thin wall; my door was left unlocked. 
* conveyed to my ſwain directions 
written with a pencil, where to come. 
I kept- a watch-light burning in the 
chimney: I heard my neighbour 8 
door open, and imagining the captain 
miſtook his way, I got out of bed and 
liſtened; when all on a ſudden J heard 
a noiſe as if the houſe. was falling. 
Her ladyſhip's lap-dog yelled moſt 
piteouſly; 1 ran into her room to 
learn the cauſe of the diſtreſs. I 
brought my candle, when a male 
figure, with only a ſhirt en, lay 
| ſtretched on the floor, with the con- 
tents of the cloſe ſtool running aBout 
him, which he overſet in his fall}; her 
ladyſhip's . almoſt cruſhed to 
death; over which the diſaſtrous ad- 
155 venturer 
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venturer had ſtumbled; and the lad 


herſelf half riſen in the bed, ſtruc 
dumb with terror; I called out for 
help, Mrs. Sims and my captain ran 
in their night apparel. We were a 
ſtrange groupe, all in confuſion, till 
we found that the appendage of the 
morning's equipage, the footman, was 
the cauſe of all this diſturbance. 
The captain rallied her at the in- 


jury done his affection for her; Mrs. 


Sims ſmiled at her exultation upon 
Byfield's diſcovery. I was now | not 


alone in an unequal attachment. The 


matter was too glaring to be miſrepre- 
ſented; the fume of the apartments 
was intolerable; and we who did 
not with to puſh matters to any extre- 
mity, conſoled her. Mrs. Sims in- 
vited her to partake of her bed; after 
ſomg reluctance ſhe complied. We 
left the captain to manage the foot- 
man. I retired to my apartment, 
where my lover found me out. He 
reggmmended the ſervant to be ſecret 
on the buſineſs, who faid, he never 
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went where he was found, withont 
permiſſion. 3 

The next morning we met at 
breakfaſt; we laid. aſide ſeverity to 
her ladyſhip, who was all in tears; 
we even made allowances for her con- 


duct. The captain adviſed her to fend 


the footman on ſome foreign eſta- 
bliſhment, where her brother, Lord 
Twitcher, might provide for him. 


We all agreed, and promiſed ſecrecy, 


conditionally, that ſhe would give 
her hand to Mr. Grenville, who 
ſhould never hear of the matter. 
The footman was ſent. out to Boſ- 
ton with a good appointment, at 
the time our laws were cram- 
ming tea down the throats of our 
Americans: the effects of his ac- 
tivity procured him the then faſh- 
10nable macaroni ſuit of tar and 


_ feathers; and the rude treatment of 


the mob, afterwards, eaſed him of 


his exiſtence. Her ladyſhip pro- 


telling a partiality for Mr. Gren- 
ie Alle 
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ville, they were united, by which a 
worthy man was reſcued from indi- 
gence, and the malevolent claſs 
of nominal old maids was lefloned 
one in number. 

We all ſet off to town the next 
day, confident now there was no 
occaſion for miſtruſt; we each had 
our ſeparate foibles, which were a 
guarantee to the other; | thre was 
leſs reſtraint on, our happineſs ; we 
enjoyed our moments. I knew 
no diſguſt but that of paying 
an occaſianal viſit to my booby, 
in the King's-bench priſon. He 
ſeemed ealy about me. I gave 
him his way without reluctance ; 
my captain's aſſiduity was conti- 
nued; he never was wanting in 
reſpet to me; Byfield returned to 
our parties; Park-ſtreet was a ſcene 
of pleaſure ; all that ingenuity could 
contrive to create pleaſure was adopted; 
we were above reproach, yet we 
eſcaped it too; circumſpection was 
+ always 
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always our motto. Adieu, dear 
Eliza; write to me ſomething more 


eonſolotary than the laſt. 


Tour affectionate, 


ö 


=_ c CAROLINE. 
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LETTER xv. 


ETL IZ A to CARKOTLIINF. 


LN night the joys of liberty 


4 juſt dawned upon me; a rattling 
in my huſband's breaſt announced 


the approach of his diffolution; a 


perverſe - phyſician adminiſtered an 
emetic to him, which: brought the 


E off his ſtomach; for two” 


ours my fleeting hopes were maſqued: 


with tears; on his recovery they 


were genuine. Habit and cuſtom, 
people vil ſay ſhould have recon- 


ciled me to a man, after nine years 


cohabiting, and inſpired me with 
friendſhip if not with love. My 
gratitude indeed he has ſome juſt 


claims on for his indulgence to 
me; but what eſteem can I have 
for a man who involved me into 


M 3 7 the 


— — 
— 
— r 


(126) 


the wretchedneſs I have juſt related 
to you, and who was the only bar 


to my happineſs; who purchaſed 


my perſon as the inſtrument of his 
pleaſure, without conſulting the dic- 
tates of my heart. 

My recovery was flow from the 
fever that attacked me after Jem- 
my's departure ; two years elapſed 
before my health was brought to 
any eſtabliſhment. . In the courſe 
of the time we ſpent a ſeaſon. at 
Bath; there I ſometimes ſuſpended 
my reflections in the entertamments 
of the place. Reading was my chief 
amuſement, and parties which we 
formed amongſt a few ſelect friends, 
gave me more content than the 
mixed and unconnected cd of 
public meetings. I often 2 5 


myſelf from ſociety, to gaze on the 
picture whoſe original was imprinted 
on my heart. The conſolation. ot 


reſſing the lifeleſs figure to my 
bakers and bedewing it with my 
tears, was the occupation of many || 

ſolitary 
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ſolitary hours. I read with anxiety: 
the catalogue of thoſe ravages which. 
fire and ſword made upon civil 
blood : every Gazette that contained 
the butcheries of our friends or foes, 
I peruſed trembling, till at length. 
the fatal tale of my Jemmy's death 
was announced in the repulſe the: 
the american army met at Schye- 
1 

Interior ſorrow, what are you ?- 
What means the pageant mimickry; 
of hired mourners ? Can you re- 
animate the dead? Can your. formal. 
vanity lefſen one figh that reaches. 
the afflicted boſom 2 I mourned ;. 


the index of external pomp was not: 


neceſſary to realize my grief; it Was 


genuine and ſincere. The viſible de- 


cline of my health, conſumed by its- 
hidden fire, rendered my ſtay at the 


waters neceſſary. I regretted it not; 
an acquaintance I formed with the 


lady of Sir Richard Eaſy, made my 


reſidence eligible; her ſociety had 
ſuch inducements as ſenſibility and 
good i 
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good-nature could afford ; our friend- 


chip improved daily, my mind was 
leſs agitated, to which her manners 
contributed not a liitle. 


Sir Richard's fortune, which was 
about 6000]. a year clear, gave him 


ample ſcope to enjoy the unruffled 
pleaſures of a chearful temper ; the 


affability of his lady enhanced the 


reſpect of a . numerous circle; 
they lived on t 


terms; the time of their departure 
arrived; on taking leaye, they preſſed 


us to pay them a viſit to Worceſ- 


terſhire; my huſband who was pleaſed 


with the young couple, as he called 


them, though they were thirteen 
years married, conſented ; ſo that af- 


ter returning to our houſe in Kent 
for a ſhort time, we ſet out for their 


reſidence; Linton Hall, 
The cordiality of Lady Eaſy's re- 


eeption, gave me renewed pleaſure 
in her friendſhip; Sir Richard's 
ſprightlineſs and good-nature made 
Linton Hall appear like home; my 


huſband 


e moſt agreeable 
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tent; we were introduced to Mr. 
Hemmet, brother to Lady Eaſy, and 
to two Miſs Fieldings, who were 
on a viſit, as well as ourſelves. The 


of ſtrangers; Mr. Hemmet's behavi- 
| our and addreſs diſtinguiſhed him as 
a man of ſentiment and good breeding; 
he was rather paſt the middle age; 
the ſame eaſe and affability as his 
ſiſter's was evident in him; he never 


was married, a ſtyle marked with 
pleaſantry was naturally in him, with 
| an happineſs of expreſſion peculiar to 
| WM himfelf, which was clear from offence. - 
| The Miſs Fieldings were come up 


from Cheſhire, the eJder was about 


twenty, the younger eighteen ; they 


were the younger couple of four 
liſters who lived together on a 
imall income. Their manners were 


ſenſe and vivacity chimed in with 
Mr. Hemmet's diſpoſition ; my huſ- 
| | band 


huſband put on every mark of con- 


firſt object of our curioſity, is to diſ- 
cover the character and circumſtances 


lively and unaffected; their good 
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band gave himſelf up, as much as 


debility could, to ſociety; he found 
himſelf happy in the preſent; his at- 
tachment to Mr. Hemmet exceeded 
any I ever ſaw to any man; he ſeldom 
was happy out of his ſight. I per- 
ceived that the Miſs Fieldings en- 
groſſed his attention; one frolic or 
other was generally on their hands. 
The reſerved ſtate of matrimony, de- 
barred me from aſſociating in their 
archneſs, though I reliſhed it in my 
heart. The complaifance of Mr. 
Hemmet induced him to allot ſome 
time to amuſements, ſuitable to what 
he thought my diſpoſition; he often 
read for me, and thus paſſed many 
ſentimental hours. | 

He complained one evening, whilſt 
he was reading to me, of a chilneſs and 
ſhivering ; his countenance became 
pale; mine at the news correſponded; 
I felt an uneaſineſs for his complaint; 
his ſiſter was alarmed, and gave him 
a cordial; he found himſelf no bet- 


ter, and was obliged to lie down. I | 


— 


became 


* 
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became quite unhappy: why, my 
dear, ſhould I feel ſuch agitation, for 
a man whom I only eſteemed as a 
friend. I thought my heart was ſe- 
cure, but the terrors I experienced 
during his illneſs, which laſted five 
days, were violent, and convinced 
me that I was farther gpne than I 


imagined : when his criſis was over, 


I rejoiced : he enquired for me as ſoon 


as his recollection was reſtored. This 


circumſtance gave me fatisfaction 
I embraced the firſt opportunity, when 
his phyſician permitted him to ſee 
company, of viſiting him ; a languid 


joy appeared on his enfecbled coun- 


tenance; he preſſed my hand, the 


touch went to my heart; our viſit was 
but ſhort; I parted from him with 
regret. I became officious about him, 
he was ſenſible of my tenderneſs, and 
when we chanced to be a moment 


alone, he kiſſed my hand, which I 


permitted him to do without reluc- 


tance, 1 
A ſhort time re-eſtabliſhed his 
health 


— 
— A 
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1 health, and his uſual gaiety; our 


1 | amuſements were refumed ; he read 
i to me daily; our ſubject was always 
1 Aeſcriptive of a ſuſceptibility of heart, 
1 The Miſs Fieldings quitted us in a 
L little time; I was pleaſed at their de- 
parture; I now had his company to 
| | myſelf; my huſband reſpe&ed him, 
. and received his attention to me as a 
maark of kindneſs to himſelf. To do 
3 him juſtice, he was as free from 
& | jealouſy as an old man could be ſup- 
poſed to be; my liberty had little re- 
ſtraint, but I was much indebted to 
my own management for his indul- 
gence; I always ſoothed his ab- 
ſurdities. 5 
I walked out one evening into a 
wood, through which a *purling 
brook murmured, a brood of bantam 
cocks and hens were permitted to 
colonize in it: the duſk came on, and 
the moon's luſtre broke through the 
trees; I came to a feat oppofite a 
pond, upon. which we often took 
the rials of boating; the fhrill 


: crowing 
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crowing of the feathered inhabitants 
of the wood, the.notes of the night- 
ingale, and the ſtill buz of the agitated 
trees, lulled me into a reverie; my 
eyes were fixed on the curled ſurface 
of the water, which refracted the 
broken light of the moon, wrapt up 
in filence. A human voice aſſailed 
my ears, What alone, madam !” 
Mr. Hemmet approached ; joy ſuc- 


ceeded my ſudden alarm, he fat down 
and kiſſed my hand, my heart de- 


devoured his words; my reſiſtance 


was feeble to his preſſing tenderneſs ; 


I fighed and laid my head upon his 
ſhoulder; he kiſſed my cheek ; he 


preſſed me in his arms: I grew 


powerleſs, he ſuſtained my weight ;- 


I revived; got up from my ſeat; he 


followed me; gave me his arra; and 
led me to a ſeat beneath a ſhelter, 


where verſes choſen from the lively 


poet of the Seaſons engraved on white 
marble; deſcribed the plans of artful 
rurality that ſurrounded ; the ſhade 
was thick and impervious to the 


N chaſte 
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chaſte goddeſs of the night; we fat 
again, my breaſt throbbed ; my pulſe 
4 uttered; languor overpowered me; 
a tender ardor which animated my 
14 companion ſubdued every caution of 
| my will; I ſunk into his arms and 


. 


i -— oh ! Caroline, throw a veil 
= over the reſt. 

1 I T -awoke to painful pleaſure; my 
1 affections were once more afloat in 
the turbulent ſea of giddy and illicit 
pleaſure. Byfield was no more, no, 
not in my heart; Hemmet's tender- 
neſs improving, left no room for any 
other; I raved on him; I dreamed of 
Him ; his abſence gave me miſery; 
his preſence, but when we were alone, 
pain. I blamed myſelf for too pre- 
cipitate an affection for a man, of 
whoſe ſteadineſs I had not time to 
form an opinion, and of whoſe affec- 
tion I had little opportunity to judge. 
J thought he had too much honour 
to boaſt of his triumph over my 
weakneſs,; a thouſand ſuſpicions divi- 
ded me; I anticipated contempt and 
| flight i 


„ | 8 | 


flight; I made myſelf miſerable at 
every action of his that ſeemed dubi- 


A ous, my anxiety made little allowance 
0 for that prudent reſerve, which he 
5 ought to have maintained before com- 
f pany ; I became, indeed, fo miſerable, 


that I was a ſtranger to reſt. | 

Thus I breathed at the mercy of 1 
every empty ſurmize, and upon the 8 
whole could not find one realized; 
ve remained ſtill at Linton Hall, 
4 where a Mr. Parker and his lady 


t came on a viſit from Glouceſterſhire, 
„Adieu, dear Caroline, I admire your 

2 foreigner, and more the controul you 

A have over your heart; all happineſs 

| attend it is the wiſh of 

7 

5 

f Your affectionate, | 
d | | F 


ELIZA, 


r | | i 
$f : 


. 
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LETTER XVI. 


CAROLINE to EL17 A. 


We AT a fluttering piece of 
furniture is contained in your 
breaſt! Why ſhould that heart of 
your's be ſo ſuſceptible. Will you 
notenj oy life without that ſenſibility, 
which embitters the pleaſures of va- 
riety. I think Mr. Hemmet was a 
good ſort of a man ; you ſhould have 
loved him upon even terms, that 
when the moment of coolneſs or ſe- 
paration arrived, you ought to be 
armed with indifference as well as he, 
and quit the field of battle with cou- 
rage; at leaſt I would make it a 
drawn battle, in your fituation ; but 
perhaps I blame you unjuſtly; I do 
not know the concluſion of that ad- 
venture ; therefore excuſe my pre- 
ſumption. On 


| 
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On our return to town we had in- 
vitations to the city; Mr. Grenville, 
whoſe good ſenſe procured him the 
eſteem of the moſt thinking people, 
introduced us to an alderman and his 
lady, who dined with us at his houſe 
in Ruſſe] ſtreet, Bloomſbury. On 
hearing that a citizen, and an alder- 
man, was to dine at our hoſt's, I had 
an opportunity of gratifying a long 
wiſhed-for curioſity of ſeeing him 
eat. I thought I ſhould ſee 3 a man 
gormandize, who had a patent for in- 


corporating in himſelf, every variety 
which luxury could produce; but 


was fairly diſappointed, for he turned 


out a ſenſible well-bred man, poſ- 
ſeſſed of that gaiety and plainneſs 


which diſtinguiſhes the proſperous 


John Bull; in whom the predomi- 
nance of good ſenſe, diſpenſed with 
the formality of high life. But, 
what do you think of his lady? I 
aſſure you that the eaſe and ſenſibi- 
lity ſhe poſſeſſed, proves that aſper- 
fions upon the good breeding of the 


. city 
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City are illiberal and groundleſs. We 
were partners at whiſt; I tried her 
temper by a few omiſſions, and found 
it proof. She became pleaſing to all 
our company, and I was far from 
being ſorry that I knew her. 3 
We dined at their houſe, by invi- 
tation, on a Sunday, and went to 
Chriſt church in the evening, to ſee 
the boys; a variety of converſation 
engroſſed the evening, till ſupper; 
cards were not to be ſuffered; but 1 
aſſure you the lady of the houſe had 
addreſs enough to make the time 
paſs agreeable. I perceived four dif- 
terent women domeſtics to be all 
pregnant at the ſame time; I got 
a private opportunity of aſking Mrs. 
jf they were all married women 
which ſhe kept; ſhe anſwered in 
the negative, and ſmiled. I was 


amazed: you look amazed, ma'am); 


but a fingular piece of buſineſs is 
this ſame appearance; the four have 
but one father, who is now in the 
compter for his conduct. He was 
ſervant 
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ſervant here, and promiſed each of 


| theſe wenches marriage; they took 
his word and behold the effect; they 
quarrelled about him, one ſwore the 
child to him, and by law my huſband 
was obliged to commit him; I have 
deſired them to look out for places, 
unwilling to abandon the poor crea- 
tures till they can provide for them- 
ſelves, leſt they might be drove to 
deſtruction. I was pleaſed with the 
goodneſs of the woman, and pitied 
.the poor fellow; I thought his caſe 
hard, to be puniſhed for contributing 
ſo liberally to the advantage of the 
ſtate by population, and recollected 


that very true and applicable ſenti- 
ment of Mackheath. = 


If laws were made for every degree, 
To curb vice in others as in me. 


Ten pounds were the penalty, which 
this poor fellow could not raiſe for this 
act of delinquency ; and therefore his 
body, which deſerved a better fituation, 
was condemned to durance vile, Pe- 


nalties 
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nalties, thus attached to crimes, ren- 
der law-makers literally law-breakers. 
condemned, in my own mind, 
Ss ſuch unjuſtifiable ſeverity, and won- 
dered at the unkindneſs of fortune, to 
| fix fo precious a fellow in an humble 
= -- ſphere, who might be employed by 
| tour faded peers to raiſe heirs to their 
titles, and not be liable to miſmanage 
his bufineſss. 
It has often occurred to me ſince, that 
| | it would not be unworthy of women | 
1 | of rank and fenſe, to eſtabliſh a fund 
to obviate a law fo unjuſtly levelled 
| againſt the principles of happineſs, 
| : We retired, highly impreſſed with the 
; . fatisfaction we received from city hoſ- 
pitality. One reflection my ciciſbeo 
made, that ſtruck me forcibly, I am 
now after ſeeing a foreman of the firſt 
and greateſt metropolis in this world, 
and he profeſſed he eſteemed that 
rank ſuperior to any the breath of | 
royalty could create, which was a 
free ſubject. I liked the thought, and I 
_ revered the courage of our 1 * N 
Who 


% 
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who tranſmitted ſuch a glorious con- 
ſtitution to their offspring, as no other 
people under heaven enjoy but our- 
ſelves. The partiality he expreſſed 
for my country ought to make every 
woman aſpire to inculcate independ- 


- ance. in the man, over whom her 


beauty gives her influence. 

Adieu, my dear Eliza, my foreign- 
er's tenderneſs and aſſiduity continue 
unabated, he adores me; the indiffe- 
rence of my heart gives me a controul 
over him, which you impaſſioned lovers 


cannot attain. Write to me, my 
friend; I am anxious to hear from 


you. 


Yours, 


CAROLINE. 


Y | 1 3 FE : L E T's 
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LETTER XVII 


EtizaA to CAROLINE, 


: I Suffered for this man inexprefſibly 

= he ſtrove all in his power to deſcrve 
my eſteem, at one time; at another 
he was all abſence and thought. ir 
Richard paid very. particular attention 
to Mrs. Parker. Lady Eaſy did not 
ſeem to enjoy that tranquility which 
is her uſual characteriſtic, but her ha- 
bitual good-humour prevailed through 
all her conduct; ſhe was ſometimes 
penſive, her brother rallied her; Sir 
Richard was witty upon Mr. Parker, 
for a partiality he ſhewed to a country 
girl that he ſaw at a wake; Mrs. 
Parker reddened up; the green- eyed 


monſter ſeemed to poſſeſs her, the 
retired in tears; her huſband followed 


her to her chamber ; ſhe * | 
; : un 
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him bitterly. He, poor good-natured 


man, proteſted his innocence to no 


purpoſe; Sir Richard condemned him- 


ſelf, and became his advocate; we 
were all in confuſion, and contributed 
every one to pacify her uneaſineſs; the 
poor huſband was inconſolable; my 
old man's good offices in the buſineſs 
had the beſt ſucceſs ; ſhe paid an at- 
tention to his /age advice, and became 
more tranquil. A pacification was at 
length affected, and joy viſibly ſparkled 
in the eyes of the good man, who was 


the moſt obſequious of huſbands. 


On the re-eſftabliſhment of peace, 
good humour reſumed its ſway, but a 
proper deference was always obſerved 
to the diſpoſition of Mrs. Parker ; ſhe 
was of a moral and ſentimental caſt ; 
the gravity of her manners influenced 
ours; ſhe devoted a portion of each 


day to reading and meditation; ſhe 
often perambulated the grove that 
ſurrounded the pond, reading Young, 


Heryey, 'Thomſon, Shenſtone, and 


others; from whoſe writings, the 


culled 


agreed in their principles; ſhe com- 


met; the cloſeneſs of the verdure, | 
which lined the walks, concealed the 


1 


* 
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culled the molt exalted ſentiments; 
ſhe argued with Mr. Whitfield that, 


from the regular appearance of na- 


ture, all things created were under 
the influence of fate, and that the 
will of human beings was but a 
ſecondary inſtrument in its hands. 
Hobbs, ſhe argued, was the moſt re- 
fined and enlightened philoſopher of 
the age; Voltaire was the champion 
of truth, againſt the prejudices of 
narrow and illibe: ral minds; we ad- 
mired her argumerits and erudition ; 


Sir Richard was her diſciple, they 


mended his good-ſenſe, and their com- | 
pliments became reciprocal. 
I walked, one evening, through the 


grove, where I made my firſt ſacri- 


fice to the affection of Mr. Hem- iſ 


inward proſpect from my view. A 
ruſtling noiſe . drew my attention; IN 
advanced quick to a turn which 
opened into the wood; I faw a 


re, 


the 


; I} 
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bower, ſo | cloſely interwoven with 
branches, as to be impervious. to the 
eye; the diſcovery led me on; I en- 
tered it, treading lightly: at the ſight 
of two human figures, extended on a 
maſſy ſeat, I ſcreamed and became 
motionleſs ; when I diſcovered no leſs 
than the fair philoſopher, ,and her 
pupil, making practical experiments 
in the field of nature. I turned away 
ſuddenly; - Sir Richard followed me, 
threw Ay on his knees, beſought | 
my pity not to ruin the peace of two 
families; he brought me back; the 
partner of his felicity was ſtruck 
dumb; ſhe looked wild; a thouſand 
colours fluſhed in her face, Fhe at 
length fell on her, knees, burſt into 
fats, threw herſelf on my humanity, 

Fs 5 ev my compaſſion, and con- 

d her guilt. She added, it is 

was virtue alone, my dear Eliza, 
that I can expect that allowance for 
my weakneſs, Which you have, diſ- 
covered; your | pity, "madam, . will 
be an inconteſti le Proof ot. that ing 


0 . ward 


” 
, 
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ward purity which is above doing 
an injury to proſtrate confeſſion. 

She touched me on the right ſtring; 
J aſſured her I never took a pleaſure 
in magnifying foibles, and that the 
reſpect I had for the peace of two fa- 
milies, ſhould ever to a guard to my 
ſecreſy on the buſineſs. It would be 
far from a pleafant taſk to me to come 
forward in the predicament of a public 


evidence, in a cafe which might be my 


own ; and my confcience, which they 


were ſtrangers to, was a guarantee to 
their wiſhes. Sir Richard requeſted 


we would all walk in together. I 


confented. The agitation of the lady 
was but too viſible; her huſband per- 
ceived her diſorder, and was deeply 
concerned: he received her with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs and affection. They 
retired together, and Sir Richard pro- 


; poſed" a party of quadrille, which we 


accepted, and thus paſſed the cvening. 
Next day Mr. and Mrs. Parker 
took their leave of Linton hall, and, 


in a few days, my huſband's domeſtic 


concerns 
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concerns made the ſame ſtep neceſſary 


to us. Sir Richard and his lady pro- 
miſed us the favour of ſpending ſome 
time at Hornhill with us. Mr. Hem- 
met engaged himſelf of the party, and 
gave me private aſſurances of his punc- 
tuality. I grew miſerable at the ſe- 
paration ; we parted affectionately; and 
I aflured him that I ſhould know no 
happineſs till his arrival. Adieu] how 
does your foreigner ? I admire his 
conſtancy and tenderneſs, | 


Your affectionate, 


ELIZA, 


WW ar did that goodly woman, | 
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LET TER XVIII. 


CAROLIN E to EL17 A. 


Mrs. Parker, want of a gal- 
lant? Who would riſk the tenderneſs 
and conſtancy of a kind huſband, that 
ought to ſuffice any woman who had 
a heart? Hypocriſy and diſſimulation 
are the emanations of a debaſed one: 
in the purſuit of our illicit amours, 
there is {till an honour to be obſerved 
to the partner of our pleaſures, while 
the connection ſubſiſts. Yor and I 
have no excuſe fer our excurſions into 
the field of enjoyment, but the impo- 
tence of your huſband, the incorri- 
gible abſurdity of mine; but a man 
of ſuch make ſenſibility, as you de- 
ſcribe Mr. Parker, is worthy of a 
| woman's 


; 
; 
. 
. 
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woman's affections, and it is a pity he 
is wronged. i 
- This circumſtance reminds me of an 
affair that happened at a religious 
meeting of the ſaints in town; a tradeſ- 


man, who lived not far from the 
Royal Exchange, with a wife and 


three children, whom he maintained 


decently, went with his dear conſort, 
out of curioſity, to hear a difcourſe 
in a conventicle on a Sunday evening; 
the honeſt man expreſſed a ſatisfaction 
at the goodneſs of the doctrine, and 
thought it far from being objection- 
able; the elegance of the ſinging had 
charms for his wife, which captivated 
her underſtanding, and made her de- 
cide upon a connection with the 


people, amongſt whom the was +16 


highly pleaſed : endeavours to enſure 
her perſeverance were not wanting; 
viſits from the ſociety were frequent; 


and her good man made no objection. 


In a ſhort time, all the flimſy and 
gaudy fripperies of dreſs, became ex- 
changed ge the plain ſimplicity of her 
| Lon 
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new profeſſion. Frofane” fongs were 
exploded, to make room for divine 


 incantations ; the children were ſent 


three times a day to the houſe of 
prayer; the good woman attended 
punctually alſo: the tradeſman's buſi- 
neſs, Which was indebted for its proſ- 
perity to the activity and viligance of 


his. wife in his abſence, was negleded, 


or he muſt defer b n abroad to 
mind his ſhop at home in her ab- 
ſence. The eldeſt boy, who was 
about fourteen, and could be uſeſul, 
was not permitted to controul; the 
mother's opinion muſt be complied 


with; the father ſometimes remon- 


ſtrated ; but all the ſatisfaction he 


received was, to be termed a man of 


the world, a lover of mammon, &c. 
and when he became importunate, 


Mr. Wheedle, the preacher, / was 


called in to exclaim againſt his un- 
godlineſs: one argument was very 


The) ible in the opinion of the good 


man, for, as by his wife's connection, 
he ſold many articles in his buſineſs 
3 to 
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to friends in tne bcicty, ſo by a diſ- 
continuance of her attendance he might | 
loſe their cuſtom. The zealous Mr. | 
Wheedle | would ſometimes get into | 
the fields, and draw a concourſe of | 
people about him, out of whom he 
made a few converts by his vocife- 
ration. Mrs. Simkins (for that was 
the merchant's name) always attended 
at the foot of his pulpit, bewailing 
her ſins, and greaning in the ſpirit. i 
She was called one of the elect, one = 
of the truly choſen, in whom the 1 
marrow of grace was ſubſtantiated 

the joy which awaits the bleſſed were : 
preparing for her reception. When ' 
the fat at home, ſhe raiſed her voice 2 
in hymns and ejaculations; and if a 
cuſtomer was ever ſo intent en the 
purchaſe of a commodity in her ſhop, 
and the inſpired moment came, fhe 
inſtantly retired, left the butineis to 
another, and poured out her tears er 4 
her praiſes, as the mood then was: I 
hiſterics very often ſucceeded ; during 
which ſhe faw viſions, and received 
con- 
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conſolations ſuperiot to thoſe of earthly 
droſs. Mr. Wheedle was ſent for, 
who came to adminiſter comfort to 
the oppreſſed ſiſter ; they ſtaid a long 


time alone, and concluded their viſi- 


tation with a marked ſerenity on both 


files: ' a hiſt of the diſtreſſed fiſters 
and brethren, who were to be re- 
heved by the moit opulent, came 
weekly ; when, our good woman con- 
veyed a piece of linen or a parcel of 
ſtockings to the good man, to be di- 
vided at his diſcretion amongſt the 
indigent; and alto added a piece of 
gold for immediate diſpoſal.” - 
The courſe of life followed by Mrs. 
Simkins, rendered her uſeleſs to her 


huſband; ſhe was ſo far above a con- 


cern for earthly matters, that ſhe got 
as high as ——— into the attic or 
third ſtory: the poor man was obliged 
to ſend for his fiſter to look after his 
houſe and buſineſs, after many fruitleſs 
remonſtrances; upon whoſe arrival, 
he was in ſome meaſure reconciled to 


his wife's conduct. | 


Man y 
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Many fruitleſs attempts were made 
to impreſs the fiſter's mind with a 
religious turn, but the woman's reaſon 
was ſufficiently ' armed againſt the 
inſidious bait by the ſituation of her 
ſiſter-in-law, who was now little 
ſhort of being inſane. She every day 
| miſſed goods out of the ſhop, of | 
| which there was no account, and | 
| gave her brother notice; the man | 

became uneaſy; the ſolitary commu- 

; nication of his wife, and her guide, 
began to alarm him: he hired a room 
in his next neighbour's houſe, ad- 

] joining the apartment where the 

ſaints conferred ; he placed ſome goods 

| in it as an excuſe for taking it; a thin 

| partition only divided the. houſes ; he - | 

pierced the wall, and, on the next 1 

viht, he placed ſome of his friends con- 4 

venient to the hole, who ſaw Mr. — 

Wheedle adminiſtering conſolation Y 

to his ſiſter, under the patronage of J 

daint Roger. 

Unable to contain himſelf, he 
ruſhed into his houſe, burſt open the 

door 


„ 
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door, and ſeized the marauder upon 
his peace and happineſs, by the collar, 


charging him with his crime. The 


doctor, meek as a lamb, replied 
cooly, that he was always prepared to 
withſtand calumny and malice, or he 
ſhould be unfit for the fituation he 
was called to fill : he preached pa- 
tience to the injured man, and prayed 
for his converſion ; he even contra- 
dicted three people who were wit- 
neſſes to his conduct, and bid them 
defiance. They hurried him to priſon, 


out of which he was bailed. The 


connections which Mr. Simkins had 
amongſt the ſociety extended his cre- 
dit; there enſued immediately a run 


r 
. 


of his creditors upon him, which 


cauſed him to ſtop payment; and, 
in looking over the ſtock, he found 


himſelf ſeven hundred pounds defici-i 


ent, that he could not account for, 


before the commiſſioners of bank- 
ruptey; he was committed t. priſon 


by their order; the doctor was dil- 


charged for want of proſecution; the 


poor 
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poor man's children were turned 1 
upon the world; one of them died at 


Tyburn; the wiſe came a proſtitute ; 


the huſband died in the fleet ; and the 
other two lived ſervants in two fa- 
milies, who harboured them from 
want; whilſt the clamour and influ- 
ence of a poſſe of female diſciples, de- 
fended the doctor's innocence, and 
maintained his groans for him. 

Such is my abhorrence for religious 
hypocriſy, that when thoſe unhappy 
females who ply the ſtreets ſtand in 
competition with them, I pity their 


lot, and can entertain only an abhor- 


rence. for the other; if women will 
have Ex Wants, let them not tarniſh the 
facred name of religion by a cloak to 
their weakneſs ; there is ſome apology 
for the emotions of nature, but none 
for hypocriſy. 


My foreigner and I made an ex- 


curſion to Violet bank; we found Mr. 


Byfield there; we Raid a week; we. 


lived without either reſtraint or expla- 


nations; in fact, we knew that two 
beds 
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beds ſerved all four of us, without 
confeſſing it. Byfield, and my cap- 
tain, cemented a very agrecable friend. 
ſhip; they both ated like men, who 
could merit the confidence of any wo- 
man: their emulation was to create 
pleaſure; we ſeemed to be their god- 
deſſes; I felt joy without reſtraint: 
this man was ſo much maſter of the 
art to pleaſe, he gave me no time to 
reflect; we paſſed from one agreeable 
thing to another ; thus we numbered 
our days, and returned to town to 

| vary our ſcenes of happineſs. 
Could you imagine that I fe's ſome 
jealouſy for a little attention he paid a 
lady, t hat ſeemed to receive it at his 
hands? Lady Bab Dally, who ſpent an 
evening with us, engroſſed his atten- 
tion; at all their talk, with a ſtoop, 
he was very gallant to her; ſhe re- 
cieved it well. Lord Paget, Whb you 
_ remember ruined his fortune at New- 
market, an admirer” of her ladyſhip, 
was in the dumps; 1 encouraged his 
L548 5 addrefles, and retaliated: 
8 1 


4; — 
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thus we ſpent the evening at war, 
without declaring it. We ſtaid late; 
my ſwain, on our departure, offered 
me his . hand ; Lord Paget did the 
fame; I accepted it. My captain 
looked a little diſmayed, when he 
ſaw me led out by another preferred 
to himſelf ; when I got into my car- 
riage I bowed to him, and drove 
home ; and there an uneaſy and reſt- 
leſs night awaited 


Your, 


CAROLINE. 


LETTER XIX. 
ELIZ A to CaroLivneg. 


HORTLY after our arrival at 
Hornhill, my wiſhes were grati- 
hed in a viſit from Mr. Hemmet, 
who was the fore-runner of his bro- 
I P ther 
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ther and ſiſter. My huſband, who 
eſteemed him, received him with un- 
affected joy; my duty to ſhew a wel- 
come to the friend of my ſpouſe, had the 
intereſt of my inclinations. In a week 
after arrived Sir Richard, his lady, and 
a miſs Blab, who came to their houſe 
the day before they ſet out. After the 
firſt ceremony of introduction, the 
young lady turned to Mr. Hemmet, and 
fpoke with the familiarity of. old ac- 
quaintance, I have fixed you, Hem- 
met, at laſt; I have ſhot you flying. 
I purſued you to Bath, from Bath to 
London, from London to Linton hall, 
and from Linton hall to Hornhill. 
Now, Sir, be ſo good as to inform 
me of the future plan of your route, 
that I may give intelligence to your 
frienfls at Belbridge, when they will, 
of courſe, / have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
your” Had I been guilty of tergi- 
verſation, miſs Blab, the honour of ſo 
fair a purſuer, muſt have arreſted my 
flight; but, now you may charge in 
front, I ſhall come to the point. I 
appeal to my fiſter, how often our 
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family have been to Belbridge, when 


our entreaties to your family to ſee 
Linton hall, were harder to be effect- 
ed, than the removal of Linton hall 


to Belbridge.. Mr. Hemmet's cere- 


mony ought to be overlooked by you, 
when you knew the happineſs con- 
ferred on a family that never parted 
from you but with regret ; I acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of the reſt of your 
charge, and cannot vindicate us from 
it in reference to Sir Richard and lady 
Eaſy.” But you have got an elegant 
phæton, Mr. Hemmet; the advantage 
it has, above other vehicles, in pro- 
curing the benefit of the air, invites 
me to requeſt an excurſion under your 
care, a few mornings, before break- 
faſt; I hope that favour will not treſ- 
paſs on your goodneſs. Be affured 
I'll take no refufal, Mr. Hemmet.” 
* Tam an aukward driver, miſs Blab, 
and fearful of enfruſting ſo much trea- 
ſure to my un{kilfulneſs ; and, until T 
am a greater proficient, I would not 
riſque my reputation in an attempt, 
which might deprive me of the future 

1 hap- 


8 
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happineſs that would 3 my dex- 
terity.” . 1 ſhall run all hazards, 
Mr. Hemmet, and if any diſaſter 
ſhould ariſe, I am content to ſtand 
or fall with you; to preſerve you 
totally to myſelf, and thus procure 
good out of evil, to-morrow I ex- 
pect you, and rely on your punctua- 
ity.” Then, miſs, if you will 
have it fo, and will venture, you muſt 
take upon yourſelf the conſequence,” 
© Agreed Mr. Hemmet.” | 
This fample of a young lady's for- 
wardneſs to a man with whom I 
withed to ſpend ſome happy hours, 
was a bad omen to my hopes; every 
day convinced me of the danger of 
giving the leaſt trace in my condu& 
to a woman who talked on every 
thing, and had a deſign upon the man 
I loved. The laws of hoſpitality pre- 
vented me from ſhewing her any cool- 
neſs, and ſhe ſtood ſo well in her own 
opinion, that a little would not diſ- 
countenance her, She was attended by 
Mr. Hemmet, in his phzton, and f 
when ſhe took an ary in his phz- | 
ton, 
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ton, ſhe was fluſhed with a ſingular 
joy. She was never pleaſed in his ab- 
ſence, and always enquiring for him ; 
which rendered the leaſt enjoy- 
ment of his company to me, imprac- 
ticable. Thus we paſſed three weeks 
in miſery, till the account arrived of 
an action for crim. con. brought by 


Mr. Parker, againſt a young Oxonian. 


Mrs, Parker was aunt to the young 
lady: This piece of news diſconcerted 


the volubility of her tongue, and diſ- 


patched her home. 
There appeared to be no regret at 


- her departure : I found a load taken. 


off my boſom by it ; my huſband ge- 
nerally got queamiſh, when he fat in 
her company, ſo that now we enjoy 


that ſocial happineſs her preſence de- 


barred us of. 


I was admitted to an aſſembly at 
Maidſtone, in company with Sir 
Richard and his lady; Mr. Hemmet 
was of the party; this was the firft 
licenſe I had of the kind, without my 
huſband's preſence, ſince our marriage. 
I danced with Mr. Hemmet, Sir 

| 3 - Richard 
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Richard with lady Tipit ; lady Eaſy 


with captain Morriſon: in a little 
time we miſled ſome of our party: 
lord Tipit aſked for Sir Richard, his 
lady was abſent too; a footman in- 
formed his lordſhip that a gentleman 
in green and gold handed her to a 
carriage, and walked after her; he 
followed him to an inn, where he faw 
the gentleman go in, and heard him 
enquire for a lady juſt come in a car- 
riage ; he was ſhewed up ſtairs. This 
all paſſed, unknown to us; we im- 
agined they were gone to the card 
table. His lordſhip, who played deep, 
was engaged at play in the beginning 
of the night, from which he ſeldom 
budged before morning: he purſued 
his wife, and, on being ſhewed- the 
door, ordered his coachman. to burſt 
it open without making any previous 
| noiſe, and there he contemplated the 

happy pair ſeemingly in wank of fig- 

leaves. 

The news ſoon ſpread ; Sir Richard 
was in cuſtody ; his lady made wretch- 
ed; the eyes of the room were upon 


her; 
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her; her amiable manners, which al- 
ways attracted reſpect, occaſioned her 
to be pitied; ſhe retired, with her 
brother, to her lodgings: I. remained 
with her, while Mr. Hemmet went 
to ſee Sir Richard. The magiſtrate 
took their parole for appearance the 
next day, when lady 'Eaty and I re- 
turned to Hornhill ; we told my huſ- 
band what happened ; he regretted the 
fate of lady Eaſy, but expreſſed his 
wiſh of never ſeeing Sir Richard again. 
Her brother followed us the next even- 
ing; when he, with his ſiſter, took 
their leave of us. 

Now I remained cooped up with 
my antiquated mate, without the proſ- 
pect of ſeeing, at any future period, 
thoſe friends whom I eſteemed ſo 
much; or rather, that brother and 
ſiſter who had my eſteem and affec- 
tion; as my nuſband was peremptory 
againſt ever admitting Sir Richard into 
his houſe, I ſaw myſelf loſt to Mr. 
Hemmet. I read his marriage in the 
papers, a few weeks after, to a lady 
who had often been mentioned as the 


happy 
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happy object of his choice. I felt 
the neceſſity of removing him from 
my boſom ; the difficulty was leſs 
than I expected; I ſoon forgot him, 
and turned my thoughts, hn a while, 
to domeſtic employment. The care 
of my child engroſſed my attention, 
he ſometimes brought his father to 
my mind; I wiſhed to eraſe thoſe ob- 
jects. which gave me pain, and not 
permit my fluttering heart to be the 
ſport of fortune. * 

Retirement, which fortifies the re- 
am had determined me to a leſs 
dangerous courſe of life, than I hi- 
therto purſued. The two inſtances 
of detection, which came under my 


| knowledge, cautioned me to be more 


upon the reſerve. They were facts 


that came home to my own feelings, 


and alarmed me. If one who expe- 


rienced what I did, reflects or acts by 


my experience, the pleafure ariſing 
from an illicit amour, will be no 
compenſation for the anxieties, fears, 


apprehenſions and terrors, which at- 


tend the purſuit of it: yet, when 
Naga love 


6163520 
love aſſails the heart, what power of 


reaſon can reſiſt its ſeductive impulſe. 


I thought myſelf firm in my conduct, 
from the propriety of my reflections; 


but the hour of trial ſoon diſſipated 
my ſtock of reflection; and the lin- 
gering poiſon that invaded my eyes, 
once more ſubdued my heart. I will 
not tire you out, my next ſhall tell 


you of the object and the means. 


Tour affectionate, 
ELIZA. 
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LETTER Xxx. 
> CaroOLINE to ELIZA, | 


from building with certainty upon 


that 


Y O.U -expatiate + well upon love, 
but what have you or I to do 
with it? Our ſituation precludes us 
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the loathſome burthen that clings 
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that foundation: we have no aſſurance 
that the man we poſſeſs to day will 
be ours | to-morrow. Let fate diſ- 
engage us from the indiſſoluble knot 
which rivets us to repentance, and 
then talk of it. Vou have improved, 
in indifference, and J hope you will 
not have to tell me in future, that 
you felt much uneaſineſs about any 
man. Hemmet's marriage is one 
leſſon to you; the infidelity of Sir 
Richard another; and I can add a 
third, Mr. Byfield has exchanged the 
bed of his widow for the arms of a 
wife. I havs juſt learned that he was 
married, two days after our party at 


Violet Bank; yet you fee with what 


compoſure he carried on his profeſſions 
to the widow, and his addrefles to his 
wife, at the ſame time. Let your 
heart be ſteady; I ſpeak as if it 
was the preſent time; but you are 
yet in the bloom of life; ſuffer no 
exulting paſſion to beat down your 

4 till the courſe of nature 
relieves you, and ſets you free from 
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6 
to you, and weighs down your 
youth. 

My ſwain called on me the next 
day; he rallied me for the notice I 
took of his trifling with Lady Bab. 
Did I imagine, he aſked me, that 
ſuch a perſon could be a rival to me? 
If I did,-I was quite unjuſt to his 
taſte, and my own accompliſhments. : 
his view was to divert himſelf at Lord 
Paget's expence, who was paying 
his addrefles to Lady Bab's. fortune; 
and as he heard his lordſhip fay once, 


in his preſence, that foreigners in 


general were adventurers, or fortune- 
hunters, he wiſhed to mortify him 
a little. 1 became caſily pacified ; 
any other cauſe of concern might have 


affected me as well, ſo that after 


the uneafineſs of the firſt night or fo, 
I ſhould have felt little uneaſineſs in 
loſing ſight of him. 
I faw that the ſureſt method to en- 
gage his attention was to affect indif- 
ference; when he made an aſſignation, 
I ceaſed to be punctual. He en- 
deavoured all he could to anticipate 
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my wiſhes, and 1 had as much indul- 
gence, from him as a woman could 
reaſonably wiſh. The ſeaſon for 
ſea-bathing came on; my mother, 
whoſe health was declining faſt, was 
ordered to Brighton; we ſet out, my 
lovers attended us; Mrs. Sims, Lady 
Bab Dally, Lord Paget, Mr. Gren- 
ville, and Lady Harriet were to fol- 
low us. The groupe ſoon arrived; 

we formed parties amongſt ourſelves ; 

a Mr. Townly, who followed the 
widow, made one of our company. 
We all got lodgings in one neigh- 
bourhood, and we aſſociated the of- 
ener. Our noble hero of the turf 
had his carriage ſeized twice in exe- 
cution. Mr. Grenville releaſed it; 

Lady Bab, who always expreſſed a 
repugnance to his lordſhip's addreſſes, 
determined in favour of our new ac- 
quaintance, Mr. TowũnIy; her ad- 
vances to that gentleman were clearer 
than dubious. The widow rallied 
her ladyſhip, yet ſhe bore it with that 
ſang froid, which bordered upon in- 
difference ; ; whilſt Townly's atten- 
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tion to Lady Bab, and intimacy with 


Mrs. Sims, was equally conſpicuous. 
Not an hour of his time but was en- 
groſſed by one or the other. This 
young man was remarkable for a pe- 
culiarity of manners; he was gentle, 


ſedate, | and languid; yet, in conver- 


ſation, ſhewed a welle turned mind, 
with much ſenſibility, which rarely 


failed to procure him the efteem of 


thoſe who knew him. He often read 


to my mother, who admired his fo- 


ciety, and reluctantly parted with him, 
for any other; my lover often filled 
his place, Who was always engaged in 
one undertaking or other to give ſa- 
tis faction to the old lady, and though 
his enunciation was ſcarce intelligible, 
yet the pains he took to read to her 
ſatisfact jon, made her attentive. 

He read to us one evening an ac- 


count he feceived from a correſpond- 


ent; it was an account of an elope- 


ment of a young lady from her parents, 


on the terrors of approaching matri- 
mony, contrary to her! mchnations, 
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treble hers) was not only an objection, 
but the ſingular method he took to 
recommend himſelf beyond a rival who 
had the lady's wiſhes, is a curious cir- 
cumſtance in the annals of matrimony. 

The old enamorata had reached his 


ſeventieth year without ever ſubmit- 


ting to the bonds of Hymen, to which 
he all his life profeſſed an averſion; and, 


in return, the world charged him with 


impotence; at that age (a rare time to 
arrive at manhood) he muſt have a 
wife: with the importance of a Caca- 
fogo, he ſent for a neighbouring gen- 
tleman who had nine children, ſix of 


hom were daughters, to provide for 


out of a ſmall patrimony. Four of 
them were marriageable; he propoſed 
his terms to the gentleman, Who he- 
ſitated, to have the concurrence of his 
wife; be not daunted, ſaid the old 
quite, at the invidious report of my 
neighbours, ho throw reflections upon 
my virility. I have proof poſitive that 
there is no failure in that reſpect in 
me; within theſe fix weeks, I have had 
wo children laid at my door, the ef- 
"i. 
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fects of my potency; and, not to 
ſuffer theſe inordinate ſtings to get the 
better of me, I would prefer indulg- 
ing my voluptuouſnefs in the arms of 
a virtuous wife, to the promiſcuous em- 
braces of looſe women. Therefore let 
me know your determination, Sir : I 
am worth 30,000. in the funds, 
15,0001. in mortgages, and a clear 
eſtate of '600l. a year. I ſhall make 
you grandfather to the heir of moſt of 
it. Let your wenches paſs muſter 
before me, and I will be the man who, 
like Pavis, will adjudge the golden 
prize to the faireſt, who ſhall have a 
ſettlement, if ſhe ſurvives me, to ſup- 
port the dignity of my relict. The 
poor gentleman received the propoſal 
with filence, ſaid he would refer the 
matter to his wife, and return an an- 
{wer the next day. 1 


The morrow came, and the con- 


ſent of the parents to embrace the 
propoſal was communicated to the 
four eldeſt daughters. The poor 
victims deſired to prepare for a re- 
view; a reluctance, that never before 
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impeded their duty, was , viſible in 


every one: the old gentleman arrived, 
having ſent. N the two al- 
ledged | proofs of his potency, with 
as much compoſure as if he was 
producing laudable ſamples of his 
conduct, or rather a pattern for fu- 
ture manufacture to a workman. 
After a ſurvey of the children, by 
which he ditolayea his powers in 
their athletic and luſty limbs, he 
A 
on the third, the lovely Emma, to 
be the deſtined facrifice. , Every thing 
for ſokemnizing the marriage was put 
in forwardneſs, and a, day appointed; 
the old dotard was happy, and took 
much pains to impart the ſame, to 


his fair one; ſhe aſſumed content, 


and thus paſſed the time, till the r. 


rival of the appointed dax. 
All things being in readinefſs for 


going to church, the bride was called 


down ſtairs, but no bride anſwered; 


a general ſearch was made, but to no 


purpoſe ; enquiries for her were inef- 


fectual; ſhe abſolutely had left the 


254 N11 houſe, 
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houſe; by what conveyance, with 
whom, or how, was all a miſtery: 
her wedding cloaths lay in her room ; 
all was confuſion. The old man 
was irritated ; left the houſe ina rages 
and the poor family were all 

diſtreſs for her lofs: the 51 


| opinion was, that ſhe threw herſelf 


into a river which ran near the houfe, 
and periſhed. The diſconſolate pa- 
rents had the waters ſearched, and wete 
at onetime of opinion | that ſhe was car 
ried off by the current: they mourned: 
for her, and gave her up for loſt; at 
another time they entertained hopes 
that ſhe might be living, and enquired, 


amongſt all their friends for her; pro- 


claiming protection and pardon, 1 ſhe 
heard of their reſearches, and returned 
to their diſconſolate arms. 


I called upon Mrs. Sims, likes P 
found” Mr. "Townly, and related the 
rely to them; Townly ſeemed ſenſſ 

bly affected at the recital * I lookeH 
ſtedfaſt at him. , You” knew the, 
lady . then, Mr. Townly ; your agi- 
rarivk- betrays à ſingular concern.” 
Tears Sulbel from him. I was 


amazed 


tion, madam, . ſays s he, in a broken 


up with you ; Lam that , unheppy 


refuge when I eloped fr rom. impending 


E pled. i into future alarms, and be- 


9 


amazed. The efferminacy of the per» 
ſon fuck. me. Pardon the impoſi- 


voice, I am 0 1 — — able to keep 


daughter who ap dear in this diſguiſe 
under the prote jon. of our e 
friend, Mrs., Sims, Who gave me a 


wr Then: 996 aig relate tO you the 
pa i it. they are worth your 
curioſity. * © braced her, ace 
her ſhe did not any, thin 8 culpable i in 
my 5 05 „ 1900 Fx ner; {he requeſt- 
; 17 iſcloſe the 1 e to 

an e as ſhe meant ſhort to, take 
her 7 — iS and 975 herſelf of the Fu : 
givenels of, her p parents, to return ain | 
to their protection. 8 pitied and elt — 


for her, and offered all in my power to 


Ke to her ha pinels wha e 12 


Hd. 1 atewel, my riend, expect 
cone l fion... of this: affair at an other 


hes I ell me me how your tender heart 


lieve me, 1 Vour ſincere, 
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* In one volume octave. Price 28. 6d. fewed, 225 
Embelliſhed with the following curious engtravings, viz. Is 
The driving ſcene, of a ne method of moving in a poſt- 


chaife. 2. The vak-tree ſcene, of the erect lovers. 3. 
Love in a furze buſh, or the elaſtic touch. H 309 
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| „ i 4 l 4495 © I. ai i | 5 
The Trial of Lady Axx For Ey; Wife of the 
HFlon. EDWARD For EY, Eſ;ñ 
Ani Daughter of William, Ear} of Coventry, for Adultery 
with the Rt, Hon, Char les Heory, Exrl of Peterbgrough, in 
the conſiſtorial and ; epiſcopal court at Doctors Commons. 
Containing the whole of the evidence in this extracidinary, 

trial, „„ ad: 4 | 

N. B. This is an entire new trial, having. been heard. and 
determined on Thurſday, the 6th of May, 1786, at Doctors 
Commons, when ſentence of divorce was «Gbtained againſt 
Lady Ann. It contains an infinite. variety of ſcenes, equally 


— 


new and aſtoniſhing. 1 ; 

+,%* It is remarkable thit Lady Ann, is daughter of che 
once celebrated beat ty Mifs Ganiing,: afterwards Countels 
of Coventry. | #s. * 
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1 Tlirated-with a fronbiſpisde- pr ce 16, all I 


Timothy Brecknack, Eſq; and others, 
Mr. Hipſon, 


W 


The Trial of George Robert. Fitzgerald, Eq; r 


Por the murder of Patrick Randal M*Donnall, Eſq; and a 


MATCH. 
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- MATCHLESS BARBARIT V. 
In one volume, Price 25. 6d, ſew ed, 


| Embelliſhed with a curious frontiſpiece, repreſenting Captain 
Preſcott cramming mud and cherries into his wife's mouth; 


ft 
il 
bs 


alſo an immodeſt ſcene which he  obliges her to exhibit to 
his cockſwain, 


The Trial of ISAAC PRESCOTT, Eſq; 


A captain in the Royal Navy, for wanton, tyrannical, un- 
provoked, and ſavage — towards Jane Preſcott his wife; 
addreſſed in a particular manner to thoſe ladies who are uns 
fortunately united to cruet and tyrannical huſbands. 

The autho:s of the Critical Review, give the following gc- 
count of this very extraordinary publication.“ This trial 
was held in the conſiſtory court at Doctors Commons, and 
Telates ſuch bar barous treatment, received by a wife from 
her huſbaad, as is perhaps ſcarcely to be exceeded by any 
inſtance in the annals of domeſtic life, This highly in- 
Jared lady, it ſeems, is the daughter of the Rev. Mr, 
Walter, who was chaplain to the Selle during the ce- 
bebrated voy age of commodore Anfon, It would only wound 
the humanity of our re aders to recite the ſavage cruelty which 
is confirmed by the evidence in this trial,” See Critical 


Review for February 1786. 155 


10 


24 29.441 .I ain} I 


- In one volume "OY price, two ſhillings and ſxpence ſewed, 

.embellithed with a frontiſpiece, . repreſenting the Ren, 

Mr. Altham in an indecent ſituation, endeayouring t% 

force Mrs, Ann Tavner; alſo an amorous ſcene between 

him and Ann Saunders; and another humourous fituation, 

wherein Mr, Altham receives a handſome drabbing from 

Mrs. Wenham, wife of John Wenham, Eſq; for his au- 
dacity, 


The Trial of the Rev. Mr. James Althan, 


Of. Harlow, in the county of Effex, Vicar of St. Olave 
Jewry, Rector of Sr, Martin, Ironmonger-lane, and one of 
his majeſty's mo of the peace for the county of Eſſex, 
for adultery, defamation, and obſcenity, in the conſiſtorial 
and epiſcopal court of London, at Doctors Commons. Set- 
ting forch the whole of the evidence in that 4% b 
trial. 


T " a * 
5 1 _ 1 - =. The 


79 


The Trial of IOHN HART, EA; 
Alderman of London; for adultery and cruelty. In Whieh 

it appeats, by the evidence of credible witneſſes, in the con- 
fiſtorial eourt at Doctors Commons, that, among variety of 
ingenious refinements upon eruelty, the alderman extinguiſhe 
ed Mrs. Hatt's flies in the coldeft weat beat her head 
ſeveral times agalnſt the chimney piece—pullkd a ribbon which 
the wore round her neck, with ſuch violence as to break it 
—threw her on the floor, by forcibly taking the chair from 
under her, and afterwards kicked and dragged her about the 
room truck and pinched her When in bel ſtruck her in 
the face, &. &c. Price 21. 6d. ſewed. 


F - — « n A % 2 


In one hand fome volume, corſtaining 252 pages of letter-preſs, 
elegantly priuted on fine paper. Price 23. 6d. fewed, 


The Parxrsn-Opprcer's Companion; or, a 
new and complete Library of Pariſh Law. 


Containing the whole duty of churchwardens, overſeers, 
conſtables, headboroughs, tithingmen, ſurveydrs of the highs 
ways, and other ſubordinate officers in parochial mac ters 3 
including all the laws now ia force, whether acts of par- 
Lament, or caſes a judged if the different courts of Weſt- 
minfler, at the aſſizes or feſſio ns, reſpecting pariſh buſineſs, 
pointing dat che particular duty of each pariſh officer, and 
en bling him to acquit himſelf with ability aud reputation. 
A work eſſentially aeceflary to be conſulted by all, church- 
wardens, oveiſeers, conſtables, ſurveyors of the highways, 
&c. and ought alſa to be poſſeſſed by others, to enable them 
to be 2 check upon thoſe parith officers, who are too aſ- 
ſuming, and overict their part. - 


By SOMERVILLE DINGLEY, Eſq; 


Author of the Appendix to Burn's Juſtice of the Peace: 


a BURN 's 


r & 


9 
BURN s Ju SHE 


Drove down to the end of the year, 1785. Price 43. 64. 
| Handfomely printed in one volume otavo, 
" An * pendix to the fourteenth. edition of Burd's Juſtice * 
the n and Pariſh Officer; containing the acts of parlia- 
ment and adjudged caſes for the laſt fix years, to the 25th 
of George the Third incluſive ; bringing the fourteenth 15 
tion down to the preſent time, and rendering it much more 
complete than * fifteenth, "whick- is now fold for one 
pound eight ſhillings, without the addition of the acts 
which paſſed in the 25th year of the reign of his mY 


10 majeſty, and the adjodications to the end of 178 5. 


By SOMERVILLE DIN GLE, Eſq; 


* N. B. be Continuation of the Appendix to Burn's Juſticeg 
which contains the ſtatutes and adjudged caſes from 1784, te 
tze end of the year 1785, may be had ſeparately, price 28 
s To accommodate. thoſe perſons who have chan the former 
8 editions of the Appendix to Burn's Iuſtice. 
*7 2520 The proprietors of Burn's E inſtead of furalſh- 
PB Ing * Appendix, as I have done, have hitherto obliged thoſe 
Who require the aid of ſuch a p=formance, to n the 
whole dver again. 8 
This Appendix 5s »1inted on, the ſame paper, we, 1. as: 
_ Buro's Juſtice, and may be conſidered as the fifth volume 
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BI 'y A Sattel POE of ENGLAND; | 


Inc iudipg a ſatire on mottos, and literal tranſlation and 
exiticiſm on Al the mottos which now decorate the arms of 

the Enghſh nobihty, and the preſent ſixteen peers of Scot- 
land; with hiflorical, moral; and humorous fenen en 
. calculated for the pretent times. 


By . COLEMAN, EIA. 
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